H. R. 1296 


Thursday, April 26, 1945 


House of Representatives, 
Committee on Education, 


Washington, D. OC. 
She committee reconvened at 10:00 o'clock a.m., Hon. 
, 4, Barden (chairman) presiding. 
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‘Phe Chairman. The committees will come to order. 


(Mir. Gehan of New York has called to my attention the 
7 ‘Gees Vint Mr. Merwin K. Hart, of New Yerk, is here ‘n a rather 
fo agin eh vuation and requested that he be permitted to be 
‘s ‘Sigew the morning. So we will hear from him fires if he te 
wet : ia 

Mr. Dondero. I Aid not get the nare of the witness. 

The Ghairman. Mr. Hars. 

STATEMENT OF MERWIN K. HART, 55Q., 
PRESIDENT, MATIONAL ECONOMIC COUR- 
OIL, NEW YORK. 

“Mr. Hart. Do I stand or 61%, Mr. Chairman? 

The Ohairman. Just whichever you prefer. Make yourself 
confortable. 

Mr. Hart. Mr. Chairman, I have prepared an outline of 
my remarke for members of the committee and for the press if 
they would care to have then. 

The Ohairman. May I make this inquiry: Do you want 
this statement filed for the record? 

Mr. Hart. Well, I would like to proceed with it, at 
least with a part of it, Mr. Chairman, if that is all right. 

The Chairman. That 10 perfectly all right. Without 
objestion this statement will be filed for the record. 

(The statement of Mr. Merwin K. Hart follows:) 
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Mi. Hart. Mr. Chairman, I have appeared before the 
Senate SOommittee on one or more years on bills having the 
same general purpose as this, and I appreoiate the opportunity 
of appearing beforo your committee. 

Our organisation, the National Economic Counoeil, of 
which I am president, is opposed to federal control of educa- 
tien, and we believe that the passage of H. R. 1296 would be 
&.lemg first step toward such control. 

Mr. Judd. Would you mind telling us something about 
the National Keonomic Counet1? 

Mr. Hart. It is an organization organized 15 years ago, 


" the purposes of which are, in general, to work for the oarry- 


ing on of private enterprise without too auch interference 
from government, and it ie our desire to keep public spending 
frem eating Up all of the inoome of the people. We publish 
various publications whieh go to all members of Congress. 
Some of them notice them; some of them, perhaps, do not. One 
(@f the things in which we are interested is the subject of. 
edueation. 

The proponents of this bill estate with emphasis that the 
bill neither provides for nor will lead to federal control of 
edueation. . 

Let us look at the history behind this bill and the 
philosophy of those who sponsor it. One bill or another to 
pyevide for federal aid for education has been before this 


committee for at least seven or eight years. At first the 


proponents, who came before Congress about eight years ago, 
urged such bills because of the alleged impoverished financial 
conditions prevailing among state and local governments. Then 
they switched to the defense argument and more lately to the 


plea of the war emergency. None of the early bills contained 


provisions against federal control. It therefore seems that 


the originators of thin philosophy were not primarily oon- 
eerned about federal control of education. It is an after- 
thought that they hope will aid the bill's passage. 

Wr. Dondero. May I interrupt? 

Mr. Hart. Certainly. 

My. Dondero. I believe that you have quoted Dr. Hansen 
ef Narvaré University in yur prepared statement. 

Mr. Hart. Yes, sir. 

tr, Dondero. Is Dr. Hansen the author of a statement 
whieh says that a government oan make iteelf poor by paying 
ite public debt? | 
| Mer. Hart. He is the chief exponent of those ideas in 
thie ecuntry. 

Mr. Dondero. That statement appeared in a pamphlet that 
was sent breadcast at the taxpayers’ expense and one of thea 
fell into ay hands: 

My. Hart. Dr. Alvin H. Hansen, leading American proponent 
ef defieit financing, in his report, “After the War Full 
Eapleyment,* liste @ six-point post-war program. One of these 
aix points calle for federal aid in financing public education. 

The National Resources Planning Board, before Congress 
abolished i¢, tsened a report in which 1% said that the nation 


oP rea 


was spending about $3,200,000,000 for education, that is 

etate and leekl together. This it claimed was less than 50% 
@f the amount needed to provide « justifiable minimum edusa- 

tional program. The report went on.te say that state and local 

sources could not provide the inorease and that “it 46, there- 

fore, evident that most of the inurease in expenditures for 


edueation in the post-war period must be financed almost, if 


not entirely, by federal funds.* This would mean a total 
ultimate expenditure, to which the passage of such a law would 
commit the SOongress in principle, under federal aid of over. 


Ego ve WEED 


aE ens Me 
a 


cn Be HE Ran 9 EM SBR aaa a SN te I aco IME eB IRE Maes pg? 


ea 


be 


«ape PTE erga 


pst: 


Kink po, 
wy, < we prs ae 


ao eat ek ee 
yi: 


ia 
aa Wr a 


Wether wero 
cag Sage 


id As 
_- 


he, 


0 Ke 9 ha 
Pe NS ¥ 
at Use 7 


one 
wap? 


#3,000,000,000 a year. 

I¢ ie thus seen that the philesophy behind federal aia 
to education is that of the defieit spenders, those who 
believe in a perpetually unbalanced budget and an economy 
planned and direoted by the Federal Government. They would, 
of eourse, include federal planning and direction of education. 


This would be a atep toward national scoialian. “Under 


- such @ system we would put the culture of a whole nation on 


an equal footing. This new cultere is uniform, unified and 


. weléed inte &@ eoherent whole." The man who said that was 


Ritler's Minister of Oulture in his offieial teachers’ manual 
fer German education. 

This same Nasi manual states that no individual is to 
think of himself as having © more brillient mind thaa his 
meighber. Each mind is to be of equal importance. Bach anind 


‘fe to be blended into the great state conseience. As reported 


by Dr. Ziemer in his well-known book ""dueation for Deatk,* 
the Nasis considered that *the chief purpose of the school 
is to train human beings to realise that the state is more 
important than the individual. * 

Bo much for the underlying philosophy behind this bill. 
When we get to the active advocates for this bill, we find 
Phat they consist alrost entirely of those who would personally 
benefit from it in the form of inoreased pay cheeks. Almost 


& willion teachers would receive an average of about $200 a 


year under this bill. It is only natural that many of then 
will do all in their power to obtain its passage. It is their 
right ae American citizens to do so. But let me point ous 
that although they would receive federal funds, they would not 
come under the Hatoh Aot ase do federal employees, and they 
would be able to lobby for further inoreases in the future, 

& weapon which ia barred to those direotly on the federal pay 
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roll. There has been little or no demand for this bill from | 
the general public or from state ani local povetmane see 
by the terms of the bill, are aceused of shirking their duty. 
There is no question but that the state and lvoal govern- 
mente now have sufficient money to inorease their educational 
expenditures, @ situation quite the reverse of that of our 
Vederal Gevernsent. No one knows the total financial burdens 
the Federal Governzent faces in the post-war period. I do 
net believe thet now ie the proper time for the Federal dev- 


ernment to aseune & burden of $300,000,000 a year which may 


be inereased eventually to more than $3,000 ,000,000 a year. 
The Acting Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Daniel ¥. 
Bell, onee stated coneerning the predecessor of this bili: 
“Sines at would appear to involve a very substantial 
non-essential wartime expenditure of funds, and in view of 
present budgetary pesision of the government and the essential 
requirenent for funds to support the war effort, it is reeca- 


“mended that the legislation be not given favorable eonsider- 
“ation. The Departuent has been advised by the Bureau of the 


Budget that the exsotment of this legislation would not be 
in accord with the program of the President .* 

He is not being supported, as a matter of fact, by the 
Adainistration, but we presume that this statement still holds 
true. 

} Mr. MeCowen. Is that not in the Democratic platform, 
the support of this measure? 

Mr. Hart. That I cannot tell you. 

Mr. Modowen. It would look like the Administration 
would be opposed to it. 

Mr. Hart. That appeared at Page 59 of the 1943 Senate 
hearings, 

Mx. Ramepeok. The platform does contain a plank favoring 
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federal aid for education. 

Wy. Hart. Some sponsors of this measure state that the 
purpese of the bill is to ameliorate the hardships of teach- 
ere. Suoh hardships, they claim, are leading toward ispairment 
ef our edueational system. We realise that the teachers are 
__ expertensing hardships. We feel that they should have every 


: * qensidcration from state and licoal governments. We do not, 


 hewever, believe that it is the duty of the Federal Government 
- attempt to relieve their hardships when it has not been 
eter tins the etate and lecal governments are unable to do 
$0. ” $9 the principle of federal relief for such hardships 


“wore eadorssé, similar claims could be made for policenen 


snd fivenen, and better claims could be made for those who 
euffer from the necessary inequities of OPA, WK0, WPB, and 
se ferth. 

The diffioulty in getting and holding teachers is nore 


& maapever problem than financial. ‘Small raises will not 


solve the problen. ‘Priority releases of teachers from the 
Avaed Services would be a greater aid. 

«3 would ages, therefore, that the only reason left 
fer thie bill is a latent desire for federal control of 
efucation. On its face, it provides that there shall de no 
control. If this were so, would it be a good bill? Does 
Cengrees think that it should approve an appropriation over 


,whieh 4% hae no control? Would your Appropriaticas Committee 


feel that it was doing ite duty to taxpayers if 1% approved 
expenditures over which neither Congress nor the Adainistre- 
tion had control? The bill itself does provide eontrols. 
It eould not help but do so. If it did not provide some 


eontrols, probably it would not have gotten this far. 


Mr. Gwinn. Have you a list of the controls, as you 
eee them, in the bill, to which you might refer? 
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Mr. Hart. I have sume that I might enumerate here, 
and to save the committee's time I will omit a part of my 
atatenmers . 

in subsection B we find that the states are prevented 
from lewering their educational expenses below what they spend 
in the fiseal year 1944. This would mean that any state which 
had graated epeoial bonuses, aide emergency expenditures, 
unsevered waste in educational expenditures, completed anortis- 
ation ef educational donde, or temporarily assumed an education- 
al burden ef & loeal government, would be prohibited from 
curtailing any such expenditures if they wanted to continue 
as reeipiente of federal aid. This would be federal control. 

History shows that estates seldom, if ever, refuse fea- 
eral grants. This provision would prevent states from shifting 
back any temporary burdens to local governments and, there- 
fore, would bring the lecal school systems under more state 
control than heretofore. | 
——* Subseetion 0 provides that local school jurisdictions — 
must pay an average A@nnwal salary to their teachers not less 
. than they paid on Fevrusry 1, 1945. This means that new 
teachers might have to be paid salaries comparable to those 
retiring with 30 years or core of experience behind then. 

It means that emergency raises would be frosen on the bottom 
side. These granted cost-of-living bonnses could not be 
redueed even if the coset of living should fall. Thie, too, 
would be federal control. 

There is also the direct ountrol of the proportion whioh 
must be spent on majority and minority racial groups. This 
may or pay not be a good control, but that it is control oan- 
not be questioned. 

In aAdition to these direot controls, no matter what 
the law might state, we know that we live in an era of indirect 


eontrols. 


: Mr. Chairman, I will pass over the indirect oontrolse. 
— The bill provides a eum of $1,500,0C0O, or it may be 

ei $1,000 ,000--1 am not sure from the bill--for administration 

nie and research. These funds may be allocated to state education 

. Gepartments for surveys or other studies pertinent to the 


2 


| peesible uses of funds received under the Act. With $1,500,000 
wehind him, ne federal Commissioner of Education would have 
‘much Giffieulty in influencing state and lecal administratore 
to see things his way. Payroll padding might become the order 
of the day. Those states whioh did what he considered best 
would be rewarded. Educational requirements of teachers sight 
be changed. Preferences might be given to teachers colleges 
endorsing one philesophy or another. Pressure might be exert- 
e4 for them to adopt certain textbooks, such as those furniehed 
by Dr. Rugg and opposed so valiantly by the American Legion. 

none book Dr. Rugg sad: 


“Clearly, therefore, if we are to use the echools to 


produce &@ new social order, an indispensable first step is to 
ee develop &@ new outlook on life and education among the teachers. * 


This same author has written that to guarantee a stable 
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and @ high minimum living for all “the national economic 
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system must be reconstructed to provide for central control 
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of the whole enterprise with power to develop a designed systen 
, and to previde for ite operation by expert personnel. * 

On another occasion he wrote! 

"Thue through the sohools of the world, we shall die- 
He seminate a new conception of governsent--one that will embrace 
ae all the collective aotivities of gan." 
Mr. Dondero. Were hiv books not thrown out of the 


eohools of California‘t 


oe Mr. Hart. They were folowing an investigation made, I 


understand, by a committee representing one eaoh of the uni- 
wersities of California, and they have been thrown out of a 
good many sohools aside from Oalifornia. 

Mr, MoSowen. The Rugg books constitute a very small 
seetion of educational content in the United States. That 
4a just an extreme, radioal thing that educators have not 
acéepted. I in well to keep that in the background and not 
make it « major point of disoussion. 

Mr. Dondero. He comes as a teacher from Columbia Uni- 
versity in New York, one of the greatest institutions of 
teasher training in the country. 

Mr, MeQowen. A lot of bad things come out of that uni- 
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versity. 
Mr. Gwinn. Do you realize that the majority of our teach- 
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accept a philosophy that is bad. If they have not been taught 
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to think they are not fit to teach a sohool. If they have 
been taught to think they oan throw the bad into the garbage 
and the Rugg outfit should go there. 

Mr. Judd. You feel that the bad should be put in there 
Sactoain them to sift the bad from the good and coast out the 
bad? 

Mr. MeCowen. Is it not important to keep that before 
thent After all, in your practioe of medioine you have to 
deal with disease. 

Mr. Judd. But we do not let the bottle go out unless 
4% ie marked poison. 

Mr. Modowen. The teachers who do not say “Thie is 
poison,® are not doing their duty. 

Mr. Dondero. That ie the danger, where he advocates 
100% national scoialism and 100% federal control. 
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Mr. Modowen. Who is for national scoialiem in the pub- 
lie school? Just because one professor has taken that slant 
should not be taken as &@ condemnation of this entire thing. 

Mr. Gwinn. I take it that you would put it in there to 
teach teachers to make a choice. 

My. MeGewen:, I would not put it in at all, but they are 
there. 

My. Gwinn. How do you get to feel so comfortable in 
thinking that Dr. Rugg is the only one? 

My. MeGowen. I just say that he ie one fly in the 
ointnent. 

My. Gwinn. The only one? 

Mr; MeGowen. He is certainly the outstanding one, and 
he has been oast pretty mush in the discard. 

Mr. Hart. Mr. Chairman, answering Mr. MoGowen's 
question, the Rugg books are act the whole of the kina of 


- Reeks to which we are opposed in the schools, but they are a 


very large block of them. We have spent a great deal of tine 
in our organisation in studying the Rugg books. I have appear- 
of before the Educational Association at Philadelphia and 
addressed & group of 3,000 on the subject of Dr. Rugg's books, 
with Dr. Rugg there. / 

It 18 my conviction and philosophy that that is not the 
philosophy of the great mase of the American people. But if 
we are to pass such 4 law as this, with the powers that are 
in this bill, having in mind those who are advocating these 
bills, those who are go numerous in advocating them, I am sure 
that 16 wuld open a door through whioh they would be very 
weli able to inouloate their doctrines and we will have a 
repetition of what Mr. Hitler was able to do. 

Mr. MoCowen. I am proud to have you emhasise the 
thought. As I said a minute ago, the Rugg stuff ie small. 
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Mr, Hart. I eay that it 1s wery, very large. He is 
the most prolifio writer of textbuoks that I know. It ie the 
boast of his backers that they are in sohvols where millions 
ef pupils are taught. We have found them in very, very many 
praces. The National Ecunomic Oouneil ten years ago was called 


oe New York State Eoonomic Council, and ity) ¢ a committee of 


five educators under the chairmanship of Frank Spaulding of 


: Zale. Another member was the Dean of the Sehool of Education 


aS Narvard. Another was Dr. Mann, president of the American 
Geuneil on Eduction; and there were two others. 

We eame to learn, in the course of that committee's work, 
that there are two schools of thought in the schools: the 
progressive education school, and the sohool that does not 
thiak so much of progressive education, that believes in the 


three R's. And I would like to say something timt we learned 


largely through that committee's activity. We do not believe 


that the quality of our education in our publie schools is 


Glosely in proportion to the amount of money now spent. 

The amount of money spent on education in any given comunity 
not only oan but many times has been very greatly inoreased 
without any resulting benefit in education. Indeed, sometines 
4t hae been with an actual lowering of the quality of eduoa- 


tion. 

Mr. MoCowen. Would you mind telling us the reason for 
‘that? 

Mr. Hart. It ie beoause they have too much money to 
spend. 


Mr. Modowen. How ridioulous! 

Mr. Hart. I do not mean that it is because they pay 
teachers too muoh. I think that the teachers ought to be 
paid well. It ie because the thing is oarried on without 
good enough administration. It has gotten away from the Amer- 
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’ dean idea and hae been flirting with ideologies of various 


kinde. 

in & place on Long island, about eight or nine yeare 
ago, the parents of all the pupils in the sohools of that 
place--I think 1% was Roslyn, I am not certain--the parents of 


the mijority of the pupils got up a petition to the teachers 


asking them if they would not please teach their pupils to 


’ tl 
read. They had heard about projects and all sorts of things, 
but when 1% came down to it, in the fundamentals of education 


- Shey were not getting educated. It was a great deal like the 


etery of the Experor's clothes, 

It is true that an excellent educational job ie being 
done in many echools, but in equally many schools the job is 
not so good. 

Mr. Donero. I had a letter froma man in Colora& last 
week and in this letter he told me that bis own daughter had 
graduated from the high school without ever having heard of 
the war between the states. 

Mr. Hart. I am not surprised. This committee surveyed 
the sehools in several cities of the United States, and these 
men gave their time. They surveyed the schools of Niagara 
Falls, New York, which they said was a typioal American oity, 
Taney published a report of some 40 or 50 pages, very carefully 
prepared, and #11 of these five men spent a week in Niagara 
Falis, and they summarized the situation as follows: 

"Too muoh teaching; too little learning! 

"Too much class attendande; too little studying! 

"Yoo many things attempted; too few things perfected! 

"Too much paid to teachers who Sontine themselves to 
save panipuletion; not enough paid to teachers who skilfully 
promote learning on the part of pupils! 

"Too much blurring of mental distinotions in the name of 


demcoraoy; too little recognition and stimulus of superior 
mental abilities! | | 

“Overemphasio on the individual pupil's right to suoh 
schooling as he may personally desire; underemphasis on every 
pupil's obligation to make profitable use of such education- 
al opportunities as society provides! * 

Let me say this, that at a oonference on the cost and 
quality of education, held in February, 1949, at Albany, New 
York, Dr. John L. Tildeley, former Associate Super inteiastt 
ef Schools in New York City, pointed out that about 20% of 
all pupils admitted to one typical high school in that oity 
were anable t0‘reaa well enough to read the text books in | 
high sehool courses, and he believed that that proportion 
would hold throughout the and he had spent his life 
in the public schools in New York. He said that to meet the 
situation, WPA workers were brought in and were trained to 
become teachers of reading in order to teach these pupils how 
to read. Nea The teachers in New York are the highest paid 
teachers in the world, and they were not teaching many of the 
ptpils to read. 

Now, to go back to Dr. Rugg, he said at another place: 

“The national economic system must bereqendtrudewa to 
provide for central control of the whole enterprise with 
power to develop a designed system and to provide for ite 
joperation by expert personnel. * 

And at still another place he eaid: 

“Thus through the schools of the world, we shall dis- 


seninate & new conception of government--one that will embrace 


wll the collective activities of man, " 
That ie the collectivist idea. 
rey Now, we do not say that such books would be pushed, but 


we do say that they could be -y, 4, not think any such 


@ possibility should be permitted. 

If such a bill becomes law, the same sponsors will con- 
tinue lobbying for an inorease until the anndal sum becomes 
ten times larger than that now proposed. We believe that one 
this prinoiple is approved they will come baok on the basis 
that the funds granted are not sufficient to carry out the 
ebjeatives and that more ie needed. 

There will also be agitation for minimum teachers! 
salarios. One large union has already asked for a $1500 min- 
imum, which would apply shroughout the country, in rural and 


urban @reas alike, regardless of race, color, or oreed. 


The Yongress would always hesitate to lower teachers! 
salaries. Any reduction in the future in the amount apprepri- 
ated by the Congress for teachers' salaries would amount to 
@ reduction in teachers' salaries. Once given, it would be 
nost aiffioult to take away. The passage of euch a bill as 
this would be all that was needed to take it out of the hands 
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of Congress itself, because once Congress had passed this 
bill they could never repeal it. 
Mr. MoOowen. That is a matter of opinion, ise it not? 
Mr. Hart. Yes, I am willing to let it go at that. I 
would aay that there is considerable evidence to support it. 
=. Mr. KeOowen. Rather in the minority, however. 
: Mr. Gwinn. Mr. Hart, I see that one of our colleagues 
wishes to emphasize, and I think that we do as a nation, that 
this influence of which you speak is nothing, maybe Just one 
person here and there. Have yo any opinions on that? Take 
Columbia University, for instance, is he the only teacher 
_-—-  -- §here that--falle in this oategory? _. 


Mr. Hart. Oh, nol There are others. Teachers College 


at Jolumbia hae exercised an influente on education in this 


, Gountry that is perfectly tremendous. The results are spotty. 
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There are certain sections, and in some of the New York 
schools, Wiss, they will not take any teaoher from Teachers 
College, Columbia, and I know that in many communities around 
the country they will not do so. They believe that the thing 
to do is to teach people to do sumething. In others, the Rugg 
eystem prevails. 

Let me say that many of those who helped in the formation 
and the writing of these books were men who, several of then, 
were experts who were hired and taken to Russia with a group 
ef laber people, fit the year 1924, and they came back with the 
idea that the system in Russia was something that we must 


refleet, that the American system for 150 years has been wrong; 


we have got to remodel all of this in the form of oolleotiv- 


fem. That ie what you would subsidise if you should pass euch 
a bi11 as this. 

The Chairman. I do not know Rugg or the Rugg systes. 
But I did not have to learn about the Oivil War from books. 
My father told me ‘that before I went to school. But if this 
man is a part of Columbia University and if his writings and 
works are as extensive as it appears from this testimony, 


thea certainly I think that the logical conclusion is that 


he must bs the loud speaker, so to speak, through whioh a 


great number of people at Columbia University disseminate their 
views. 

Mr. Hart. That is true. 

The Chairman. He certainly could not stay at Colusbia 
University long unless he had considerable backing from the 
officials and the administration of Columbia University, it 


otrikes me. 


Mr. Hart. There is no question about it. 
Mr. Chairman, just as New York City is the center of 


radioal activities in this oountry in so many other respects, 
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eo it is in the educational field. 

I would like to throw in one more inoident as bearing on 
the quality of eduoation, and I bring this up simply to show 
that we have spent a lot of money in the past, and I am told 
that the United States spende more money on education than ail 
of the rest of the world put together, and we ought to have 
the best education in the world, and we do not have it. The 
teaching of languages in our schools leaves a great deal to 


bent Crrodira ble Lnry 
be desired. I happen to have 3$¥9d in several different 


 eeuntries and I have always been interested in how many people 


speak English. I rould ask them, “Where did you learn Eng- 
Aieh?* They had never been out of their own country. They 


" learned 4% in their echools. That was true in France and I 


em told that it ie true in several of the South American 
eountries. I have talked to thm ani I know how thoroughly 
they have been Grilled. That thoroughness in drilling is not 
present in much of our education. We are not getting what we 
should get for our money. 

About five or six years ago, or maybe seven or eight, & 
committee of citizens, most of them from Binghaston, New York, 
sent a questionnaire to some 10,000 enployers in the states 
of New York and Pennsylvania, esking several questions, the 
purport of which was whether the product of the schools, as 
this product came to these employers, justified the cost. 


About 5,000 of the employers replied, which is a pretty good 


number out of that many questionnaires, and the overwhelming 
burden of their reply was that the cost was not justified. 
They eaid that they found that hardly any of the pupila had 
learned to do anything well; that they did not get what they -.-. 
ought to be getting. 

Mr, Judd. You would not objeot, of course, to Dr. Rugg 
having the right to edvooate whatever he wants or believes 


ta as a different fors of government in thie country, would 
you? 

Mr. Hart. Not in the least. 

Mr, Judd. What you objeot to is that the Federal Gov- 
ernment would appropriate money to be used by educators 
who might conceivably follow Dr. Ruge's belief and philosophy 
aad thereby we would be helping to promulgate that philosophy 
in the publie sehools. 

My. Hart. Deeidedly. 

tr. Gvinn. Dr. Rugg is not so alone and without friends. 
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ZX would like to ask the witness if he keepc company and maybe 
- Qs AnPlueneed by, if the witness knows, John Dewey, andr” 


George Ooants. . ‘. .. Do they not all belong to the aane 


eonpany? 
Mr. Hart. They are all together, Congressman. They 
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are all, in general, believere of the. eame philosophy, and I 
was not pioking on Dr. Rugg partieuleriy, though Dr. Rugg has 
been rather out in frent because he mes been the author of so 
many veoks. 

Mr. Ohairman, if this committee believes that finanoial 
aid to leeal education ise a constitutional funotion of the 
Vedeval, Gevernnent; that the Federal Government can now afford 
substantial sums for these purposes; that states and local 

.. goverments are doing their best but cannot meet thetr 
ebligations; that there is @ real need in every state that 
‘will receive benefits; that this bill will not build any an- 


‘ if necessary bureaucracy surveying and atudying local education- 

e | al systems; that despite the provisions of the bill, there 

“Fe ould be no federal control; that the Federal Government = 
3 should make expenditures it oannot control--if you believe 


all this, can you, in fairness to the electorate, endorse a 


bill: eo loesely drawn, without fixed standards or the use of 


we. 
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definite terns? 

Mow, I have in my statement some detail about some of 
these loose terms. I will not take up the time of the com 
mittee by going into that. I invite your attention to the 
text of my statement. 

| This ocoure to me, Mr. Ohairman, and I am alzost through 
With my statement, there is no section anywhere in the bill 
‘whieh states how the money must be distributed within the 
tates. States might show favor by putting the money into 
Gouhtful: political areas. Oity machines might see that their 
areas get more than their share at the expense of rural areas, 
where the need is greatest. The money to equalize educational 
opportunities might be used for pet projects or surveys of 
the state Eéueational Comm{ssioners. There would be no control 
on him whatsoever except that {t be used for public education. 

Mr. Ramspeok. How do you reconoile that statement with 
your general charge of federal eontrol? You say here that 
there would be no eontrol on them whatever except that it be 
used for publio education. | 

Mr. Hart. That 1s provided in the statute. Obviously 
the whole purpose of the bill is for education. 
My. Ramspeck. Surely, and the whole purpose of the 
bA11 ie that the states shall control the money. 
My. Hart. I submit that the state, in view of the audit 
that is required to be mado, half of the bill, Oongresssan, 


48 devoted to the controls. 


Mr. Ramspeck. But you say that there is no sontrol in 


it, in this last paragraph whioh you have given. 


My. Hart. No. I say that there would be no control | 
with respect to the spending of this $100,000,000, except that 
4t be used for public education. 


Mr, Qwinn. You have no control of the controle, you 
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Mr. Hart. What I mean ie that the money, under that 
section, the $100,000,000, could be used for any purpose what- 
ever. The audit would still remain, but the seleotion of 
the purposes would be in the hands of the looality, or pos- 
eibly that, too, would be directed from the top aown. 

I have here an artiole from the New York Herald Tribune, 
an&é this is an illustration. This is6 an article that appeared 
in that paper the day before yesterday, unier the headline 
“Yree Colonies @ Parley Duty, Ohildren Hear," and then a sub- 
heading, “Nine Resolutions Adopted by Youthbuilders After 
Plea by Canada Lee.* And the text goes on to say: 

"Oanada Lee, actor, yesterday told 350 Youthbuilders"-- 
and Youthbuildere turned out to be boys and girls from 9 to 
15 years of age, and after Canada Lee had made this address 
then these problems were solemnly voted on. There were 9 
questions with which you gentlemen axe wreetling and you 
find them very great indeed, but they had no difficulty what- 
ever. Now, it took money to get them together. They cane 
from sohoole. Who paid for 1t? Why, the taxpayers paid for 
4t, of course. 

Among the questiomwhioh they resolved or which they 
deoided was that war oriminale be brought to trial and puniesh- 
ed for their orimes; that the Bretton Woods proposals be adopt- 
ed. 

Mr. Dondero. Do you mean to say that that question was 


submitted to ohildren 9 to 15 years of age? Why two-thirds 


Of the ben on the Committee on Banking and Currency cannot 


figure that out. 
Mr. Hart. A little lo-year old girl was there and she 
epoke out of turn and she said, “Well, look; what do you 


think other people will think if we start ruling then?‘ 


And the account gravely says: 


ve 


"Despite the disturbance oreated by the questioner 
the resolution was passed. * 

There are a good many things of that kind going on today. 
There are forums going on where the purpose is to push through 


the Bretton Wood agreement and all of these other agreenents, 


which it is up to the Jongrees to decide. That gets great 
publieity, and all of 14t is intended to influence the Congress 
down here. It is a free country and people are entitled to 
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@o it. But, are you going to pass a law subsidizing the doing 
of things like that? 

How can they teach languages well when they are fritter- 
ing away their time getting children 9 to 15 years of age 
Zl to pase on wpeptone of this sort. And the New York Herald 
_ Tribune--Sliy used to be @ Republican newspaper--a6@ BBY COL o 
; shee out and publish’s thing like that! 

Mr. Chenoweth. Do you think that the teachers should 
Gevote their time to teaching, when the OPA is calling on 


re wt 


Pa them to distribute their literature to the children to be 
Qisseminated through the community? Is it not true that the 
teacher's firet duty is to disseminate literature sent them 
by various agenoies? 

Mr. Hart. I still think that the funotion of the 
teacher is to teach. 

Mr. Chenoweth. That is not the idea in some placed. 

Mr, Hart. I do not think that they ought to distribute 


any literature of that kind. The schools of this country, in 


large part, are a great propaganda machine, and the passage 
of this bill would eubsidize 1¢ and set it up beyond recall. 
In conolusion, I urge this committee to refuse to report 
this bill favorably, on the ground that it would lead to 


federal control of education. We see today the problem that 
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eentralised control of education has oreated in Germany. 


Many feel that the national soolalist educational system is 


an even greater menace to our boys than the German army. 


Certainly it is the root of Nazi fanaticism. Children tend 
to sceept without question what they are taught in the sohools. 
They are dupressionable and not able to discern propaganda. 
They should be protected. 

| We hope that federal control of thought will never oome 
in thie country. We believe that every step possible should 


‘be taken to prevent it. We believe that this bill would lead 
Alreetly to federal control of thought. 


Mr. Remepeck. Mr. Hart, would you be opposed to federal 
aid, no matter what the language of the bili? 

Mr. Hart. I would be thoroughly opposed to federal aid 
on this wholesale basis. On the other hand, if any etate in 
this country should petition the Congress or let the Congress 
know in whatever way 1¢ cared to do it, that 1t desired federal 
aid for education and needed it, I would favor the passage 
by this Congress of a dill apprepriating money for that 
purpose for that state. But to set up a huge amount of machin- 
ery, gather $300,000,000 from all of the states of the country, 
most of whom do not neea a penny, most of whom have a surplus, 
would be superfluous, 6nd 1t would take manpower to administer 
4t, which is unnecessary. 

} Nr. Ramspeok. The bill does not set up any additional 
federal agency. But you are opposed to federal aid in prin- 


Giple, and your erganization is, are they not? 


- Mr. Hart. We are opposed to it, except to the limited  . 


extent that I say. If, in any state of this country, help is 
needed and that help is asked for by that state, then I would 
be glad, and we would be glad, to seq the Congress take 


apprepriate stepa with appropriate restrictions. 
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My. Ramspeok. Let us take the state of Mississippi; 
it has been used as an illustration here. It is at the bot- 
tom of the expenditure per sohoolrvom unit, where the average 
ie about $400 a year. Do you think that a estate whioh is now 
making an effort 33% greater than the average of the country 
ean meet its edueetional problem without help from the outeide? 

Mr. Har®. Let me ask you, has not the state of Missiesippi 

. got a surplus this current year, or 414 1% not have last year? 

My. Ramspeok. I Gannot answer that. 

Mr. Dondero. Nearly $13,000,000 for last year. 

Mr. Hart. Why, if that surplus exists, and I thought 

| that I had seen that statement--why cannot the state itself 
| do it? 

Mr. Ramepeok. It would take considerably more money 
than the $13,000,000 to meet the educational requirements in 
the state of Mississippi. The same thing te true in Gebrgia, 
ay own state. We have an average teaocherts salary of $606 per 
year. Do you think that you oan get competent teachers on that 
salary? ) 

Mr. Hart. The state of Georgia is a state that has a 
good deal of wealth. What I think ts needed is education of 
the people in the state to do for themselves. What I think 
ie necessary 18 exanple. 

Mr. Ramspeek. You want to continue a system whioh per- 
‘mite the city of New York to collect $30,000,000 a year out 
of taxes on stook transactions from the entire country and 


have no distribution of that back to the states where it is 


Collected? 
: a Mr. Hart. If sy thought were adopted, if the atate of 
Miesiesippi wants aid and asks for, let us say, $20,000,000, 


they would collect just as muoh from that tax as they will 
get from this bill. Why go to work and set up an organisation 


--and it would take federal organization, it would take a 
swelling of the existing buresusy-why do that, and then send 
4% back? 

Mr. Ramspeok. That is a matter of opinion, and I do not 
think that it would take additional organization because we 
are providing that the present Office of Education distribute 
the funds on a mathenmatioal foraula. 

Mr. Hart. This bill apparently agrees that the states 
would be put to additional expense beoause it provides for 
ene half of one per cent of the whole thing as a cost of dis- 
tribution. They need that for the distribution. 


Ms. Ramspeck. To advise in the distribution of the 
money. 
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Mr. Hart. Do you not think, with seven or eight pages 
of controls in this bill, that those would require additional 
esployees in Washington? | , 

Mr. Ramspeok. Wo, I do not think so. 

Let me ask you about your organization. Who composes 
the National Eoonomic Counoil? 
| Mr. Hart. It is a oross seotion of people in all ranks 
of 14¥e--people who work at the bench; we have farmers, pro- 
fessional men, business nen. 

My. Ramspeck. How many members do you have? 

Mr. Hart. We have purposely kept our membership down. 


We have in excess of 1,000 menbers. 


Ee Mr. Raxspeok. Do you operate by contribution or by dues? 


ae Mr. Rart. We have both dues and contributions. 

: ae Mr. Ramspeok. How much money do you collect per year? | 
:s Mr. Hart. We have been colleoting in the neighborhood 

Ee of sixty to seventy thousand dollars a year. We have not a 


large etaff at all. 


My. Ramspeok. You oppose all sorte of bills of this 


a ee, 
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kine to take money out of the federal treasury and distribu 
4t to the states? 


Mr. Hart. Not all sorts. 


te 


Mr. Ramspeck. Are you opposed to federal aid for high- 


ways? 

Mr. Hart We took no position on that at all. 

Mr. Ramspeok. You know that Congress recently passed 
a@ bill appropriating a billion and a half dollare for three 


years for highways? 


Mr. Hart. Yes, but, under the Constitution, the Congress 


is eharged with, or rather, the Federal Government is charged 


with the maintenance of post offices and post roads. That is 


the theory of it. 
My. Ramspeok. The federal aid is not limited to post 
roads. 


Mr. Hart. I think that you will find that we have been 


having federal aid for roads for quite a long time. 

Under what section of the Conetitution do you justify 
the passage of this bill? 

Mr. Ramspeok. Under the general welfare olause. 

Mr. Hart. How far are you going to etretoh that? 

Mr. Ramspeok. Let me ask you this question, and I do 


not mean to drag something in that has no place here: I seen 


to have a recolleotion that your organization was investigated 


,vy the Dies Committee. 


Mr. Hart. We were never investigated by the Dies Com 


mittee. 


Mr. Dondero. In other words, you were above suspicion. 


Mr. Hart. We were investigated by the LaFollette Oon- 


mittee. They came in there and sent some people who were not 


very competent, and they were there for two or three weeks, 


and they 414 not get much, and finally they demanded that we 
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dump everything we had on the table before them. 

About that time we finished an investigation that gave 
us an underetanding of how the LaFollette Committee had been 
formed, namely that certain prominent communists or near- 
communieta had been actively interested in starting it or 


urging that it be started and we sent that information to 


the press. The day that appeared the committee withdrew, @ I 


was under subpoena to appear as a witness. I received an 
extension of that eubpoena and then another extension, and 
finally, a year and a half later, I got a communication say- 
dng that by order of the chairman the subpoens was deemed 
fully complied with. 

Mr. Ramspeck. They did not investigate you, thon? 

Mr. Hart. I think that they found that there was 
nothing to investigate. 

Mr. Ramepeck. I do not objeot to ywr organisation, Mr. 
Hart. I think that people have a right to etate their views 
and to organize for that purpose. 

Now, I want to get back to the Dr. Rugg question. A 
good deal has been eaid here about Columbia University. The 
gentleman who just resigned as president of that university 
named Dr. Butler, he is not a radical, is he? ) 

Mr. Hart. He is a liberal. 

Mr. Ramepeck. You remember that Dr. Butler was onoe 
hominated for Vice President for the Republican Party, do 
you not? 

Nr. Hart. Five days before eleotion. 

‘Mr, Ramepeok. You do not think that the Republican 
Party has radioa: tendenoiles, do you? 

Mr. Hart. I think that radical tendencies oross party 
lines. 


Mr. Ramepeock. Well, all of this Rugg businees happened 
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without federal aid, did it not? 

Mr. Hart. Yes. 

Mr. Ramepeok. And this bill has no conneotion with 
what has happened in that regard? 

Mr, Hart. No. But beoause I have seen the aisohiefs 
of the Rugg documents I am opposed to hia prinoiples being 
subsidised and spread over the country. 

Mr. Ramepeck. Why do you contend that there is anything 
in the bill that would subsidize an aotivity that has been 
going on when the Federal Government waa not in the pieture? 

Mr, Hart. I do not think that that haa any connection 
with 4t. There are certain good thinge in the school system 
and certain things that are less good—certain things that I 
think are evil. And I notice that a good many of those who 
are advocating this bill are people who are hand in glove with 
the Rugg crowd. If a thing like thig went through and there 
was a blanket appropriation for angenang that they wanted to 
do, we would find the Rugg-philosophy, or worse than that, 
jammed down the throate of our children. 

Mr. Remspeok. Some of the people who advocate this bill 
~-we had two witnesses here who were from my pen state of 
Georgic, and they testified that in one of the counties the 
highest salary paid to teachere is $100 per month, and the 
lowest $28 per month; in the other oounty the highest salary 

paid 48 $750 a year. You would not acouse those people of 
being radicals, would you? 

Mr. Hart. I do not say that all of the people who favor 
thie bill are radicals. All of the teachers of thie country 
would like to see this go through. They are being bribed to 
ve for it. 

Mr. Ramepeok. Do you recognize that there is any re- 


lationship between education and inoome? 
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Mr. Hart. Yes. 
Mr. Ramepeck. Du you not realize that the states where 
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they have the best educational systems are the atates with 
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the highest per capita income? 
Mr. Hart. No. The best schools in the country today, 


I think, are the sohcols in Massachusetts. They were good when 
War 

I Vibk there and I think they are probably as good as they 

were then. But they are tafiabbedy superior to those of New 

York state or New York City, hi cor or four years ago the 

prinoipal of a high sohool in Boste . got $5,000. ~%-ad0-not— 
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My. Ramspeck. Do you not think that the job in New 
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York is twice as pig as the job in Boston? 
Mr. Hart. I am judging by the produot. 
Mr. Ramspeck. I am not competent to pass on that. I 


an not an educator. But the oity of New York is more than 


twice as large as the oity of Boston, and they probably have 
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twice as muny teachers to supervise. 
_ Mr. Hart. IT am talking about comparable officials, 
comparing @ high sohool superintendent in Boston with a high 


school superintendent in New York City. Thore is no reason 


ae why there should be any difference there. 

fe; Mr. Ramepeok. I would not contend that the product of 
a , an educational syeten is directly in proportion to the amount 
‘ of money spent, but you certainly would not oontend that an 
a average of $1500 a year to all of the public school teachers 


in the United States is adequate, would you? 
Mr. Hart. That would be one thing in the state of 
Georgia and the estate of Hississippi and the state if South 


Carolina, and another thing in New York Oity, or Boston, or 


Philadelphia. 


Na ie betta ee SORE aTT ae? 
pay i 


HEB eine SPER  o HURRURIE ES Oe Laterfion. CSA, ee ntia. 


or 6 cue ys eee 
SEES ee 


PETA Row Sans ater 
Oy ay 


LVN SH Lv” asoRooNEse! 


SSA THOUY: TYNOT 


ess, mgs een ‘ 
FS are ee eee te creat aes 
vik i 1 


vega 


. 
ba 
yr. 
2 
. 
4 


Mr. Ramspeok. That is true, but the average of all of 
them throughout the nation, the 46 states, is $1500 a year. 

Mr. Hart. And the average hae grown continuously for 
hO years. 

Mr. Ramspeck. But it is far from enough yet. 

Mr. Hart. This 16 a@ question of education of public 
opinien along with the adequate and proper development of the 
product. I can remember in upstate New York 40 years ago 
when the teachers were not getting anywhere near the figures 
that you say they are getting in Mississippi and Georgia. 

Mr. Ramspeck. You do not defend that oundition, do you? 

Mr. Hart. No. The cost of living was less in those 
Gays in those states, just as it is less today in your two 
states down there than it is in the centers like Philadelphia 
and New York toddy. 

Mr. Ramspeck. Do you not think that something is wrong 
when 35% to 4o% of the boys who are drafted into the defense 
of the country are not accepted because of sducational lim. 
Aitations and health limitations? 

Mr. Hart. Regarding the educational limitations in this 
eountry, some of those boys who showed up badly came fron 
the cities and the states that are spending the most money. 
We are throwing away money in New York on education. And I 
know & good many teachers who thinx the same thing. 

‘ Mr. Ramspeck. But I am talking about the states where 
they are not spending the amount of money you speak about, TI 
am talking about the states where, notwithetanding the fact 
that they are making « greater effort than New York, they 
have pitifully low salaries, salaries upon which teachers 
cannot live, and you do not want us to do anything about it. 


Mr. Hart. I said that if, for any reason that 


$13 ,000 r) 000-- 
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Mr. Dondero (interposing). It was $8,400,000 that was 
put into the surplus fund of Mississippi in 1944. 

My. Hart. If the state of Mississippi cannot use that 
surplus for any reason, because it is ear-marked, and if the 
atate of Mississippi asks the Oongress for aid, an asount of 
aid that would help materially to improve the situation down 
there, I would be in faver of the Congress doing it. 

Mr. Ramspeok. You would be in favor of the equalization 
part of the bill. 

Myr. Hart. No, I would not, because the cost of living 
ie Aifferent in the different states. 

My, Ramspeck. Well, it is distributed on the basis of 
the number of ohildren per one thousand of population. Is 
that not a fair method? 

Mr. Hart. I think if the people--if the state of Mis- 
sissippi, or any other state, does ask this Congress for 
money, I would hope that the Congress would put in certain 
restrictions which would limit the purposes for whioh the 
money could be used. 

Mr. Ramspeok. Then you do favor federal control? 

Mr. Hart. Oh, I do not-~-I would to that extent. That 
is a year-to-year gift. Perhaps the next year the state of 
Wiesissippi could help iteelf and would not need the money. 

Mr. Chairman, in oconolusion I would like to say that 
this whole bill, 1t seems to me ia an awfully poor piece 
of bill drafting anyway. It is inconsistent in a good many 
ways, and those are covered in the statement whioh I left 
here. | 

Mr. Hart, of New Jersey. You say that there is no 
constitutional basis for an appropriation by the Congress for 
the purposes sought to be obtained by this bill. Yet you say 
that if @ partioular state should ask Congress to make an 
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appropriation for purposes synonymous to those mentioned 
in the bill, you would favor Congress-- 

Mr. Hart (interposing). I would favor doing it. 

Mr. Hart, of New Jersey. You would favor QGongress 
answering the appeal by making an appropriation. If there is 


no Sonstitutional basis for such an appropriation, how oan 
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a request from @ state make it constitutional? 
Mr. Hart. You yourselves would have to deoide the 


eonetitutional question. TI have asked the committee where 


OAs, ant. 


the provision in the Constitution is under which they have 
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@ right to do it. I could not find 1t. I think that they 


should decide whether it is conagsitational. 
Mr. MeCowen. You have spoken in a very nise way about 


SEER L ESS 


the sehools of Massachusetts, and we agree that they have a 
fine system. Had you ever beard of the schools of Ohio? © 
Mr. Hart. Yes. Ohio and Indiana have excellent schools. 
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Mr. MoCewen. Thank you. 

Mr, Hart. I happen to know. 

My. MoCowen. In regard to the Rugg books--I might say 
for your denefit, that I was superintendent of sohools. I 
taught in a one-room country sohool, in elementary school, 
high school and was county superintendent of schools where we 
developed a large consolidated school. We canpletely soon- 
solidated the county and made a splendid sohool systen. 

We had something to do with going over textbooks and 
when the Rugg books came out they were presented for our 
consideration. We did consider them and we did not put then 


in our sehool system, or anything like them. We are just as 


“¢ 


much opposed to that kind of fallacy as you are. 
We had 311 teachers and we thought we would keep thea 
pretty strictly American. As far as the progressive systen 


of education is concerned, I think that I am fairly familiar 
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with that. I never subsoribed to it. There are, however, 
some good things in the progressive system, perhaps a good 
many. But ita philosophy In general I do not accept. 

I was not rising, when you were talking, either in de- 
fense or in opposition to this partioular bill, tut more 
particularly in defense of the public achool system of the 
United States because I gathered from a good many of your 
very extravagant statezents which could not be supported by 
evidence at all-- 

Mr, Hart (interposing). Suoh as what? 

Mr. NoCowen. There are so many of them that I could not 
take time to enumerate them. But I might say that I have been 
a member of the legislative committees before the state legis- 
lature in my state and very many of the extravagant statements 
and arguaents that you have made I have heard time and time 
again. They are rather stook arguments, and I was rather 
disappointed that you weuld go so far out as to practically 
say, if I understood you correctly, that the product of the 
public sehool, in general, is not worth anything at all. 

Mr. Dondero. I do not remember the witness making any 
such statement, I am sure. 

Mr. MoGowen. Ae far as that ia concerned, every one of 
my COlleagues is just as sinoere in this thing as I am and 
everyone has a perfeot right to his opinion, regardless of 
what 46 is. But I am quite sure that we are all intelligent 
endian not to permit & ountinuously ohanging point of view 
in a diasaoussion in opposition to affect us on a general 
proposition. Thore is not a member of this committee or 
in Congress who is any more opposed to federal control than 
I am, and just the minute that this bill, or any other bill, 
gets to the point where there would be an attempt at federal 


control, I would oppose it from that point Just as vigorously 


wn es oa sooth ofl 


Gr 


as anyone. 

I have not mide up ty mind personaly what I will do 
ubout this bill, but I du rather dislike, having been in school 
businesea for many years, and I think that I knuw something 
ubout it--I du dislike to hear the publio school system so 

eneraliy oundemned. Of ccurse, it is weak in many spots. Of 
cuurse, there are a lut of weak products from it. And I would 
much prefer local control. My state of Chic, perhaps, would 
not need any of this. 

If we had been able in the stutes tc have built the right 
kind of buildings and tu have equipped them, and to have paid 
teachers' ealaries so that they could afford to go out and 
get training so that they would be properly equipped, it is 
my opinion that we would have had ten tines better a product 
from cur public schools. The public schools have dune wonder- 
ful things and they have come up for 150 years, and they did 
provide for the needs of the community. But we have been 
living in a rapidly evolving soolety, and there 1s going to 
have tu be a tremendvous improvement in the public schools in 
thie country in the next five or ten yeers. und nothing has 
shuwn that more than this war in which we are now engaged. 

My defense is ore for the public sencol system than 
it ie for or against this bill, and I want it 60 understood. 

Sc far us soclalien is cuncerned, I came tu Congress 
primarily: because I ur against the svocialist form of government, 
und I think that the votes I have taken in Curgresse will dis- 
tinctly ehuw it. I em also aguinet extravagant expenditure 
ws much as anycne, but if I had mide up my mini for or against 
this bill, I do not think that I would be worried about 
300 4 6,600. 

Mr. fart. Mr, Chairman, I cannot let the moment go by 


without saying that IT think that the Cungressman must have 


263 Meungeraton! me, veCuuse 2 nace sntendel es ee the whole 
sercol system. 2 t oni tne.t 1G cuutd to u vastl-: betrer Job 
if it weld disassuciate itself wth ew €re.t cany totnga with 
Woich Ab ecene in vany casee teu ce uixicg iteelf up. ani : 
Cun Lach up every statement th.t I have vade here today. I 
ut willing to stay now ond doe it or I wuult dou it by’ corres- 
cundence. 

Mr. MeCuwen. Tiere ore au munv of “Cur cuints that 
vou made, 43 I underetcol ‘cu, thot have no connectiun what- 
ever with this bill thet I du sot think that it szvuld de worth 
either yuur tine or mine. 

“Mr. Hart. To am prepured te dv it. 

Let me cunciude with thts: In the state of New York 
we hive had man; ‘retancee where in whele groups cof hich 
Senvore re cert.tn sectiuna nu cusil wae utile te pfraduute and 
pas6 the general cullege bourd examinatione unc ve have had 
many tnetances where the level cf the standards have had tu be 
reduced because otherwise sc -anyv uf the rurils would fail to 
pass the examinations. 

The Ohairman. May I ask vou this cuesticn: During the 
heerings it has devel. ped that there arc lurge areas in this 
cuuntry 1i.. virtuelly every state 1i:. t..e Union, inotuding New 
York, where the teachers ure iniserably underpaid. In many of 
the etete there haus been cu:.sideratle evidence submitted that 
tney ure nut able under present circumstances tu remedy the 
situation and that the low rate cf cay, ranging from seven, 
eight, nine hundred te a thvusand dollars, has caused the 
nuslified teachers, uv neny of ther, to leave that -rofession. 
Cf cuurse, the children ray the bil] ir. the lune run. 

cow, What mult cuur ccintun be of the Cungress setting 
up a fund and restricting the use cf tht fund te the sup- 


plementing of teachers’ saluries vere the salary dravn by 
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the individual heweiee fe Lers bhai. ae wiil say, the figure 
of $°5C ver runth as of & certain date? Ler, tn thet way, 

the gre.test ywuud wuld go invuriabdly to the distre:sed ureas, 
“hab would vuur upinion ve of & fund of tnut tyre? 

Vr, Hart. “Mr. Chairman, i vould be vo posed to it. 

You say that these ureaus exist even in the more wealthy 
Btutes. Take the state of Sev york, which I know most abuut. 
Their educatiun i8 nuw substuntially paid for by the state. 
It hus just recently iucreased its state ald to localities, 
ani if that atate, the richest state in the Union, is nut able 
to lous vut for the people in its own sparsely settled areas, 
abwut which it must be presumed that they know nore than the 
Federai Government, then I would not worry about it. I would 
let that go. let the state du it. You gentlemen have plenty 
tue du down here on ‘ab sonal problems. But this, it -eeeus to 
me, 18 & locel srovlen. 

The Chairman. I expect that I cun cive the gentleman 
@ much longer lecture un what we rave tu du than he can in 
telling we what we huve tu do. Eut I am nut cuncerned absut 
that right now. 

2 nutice in vvur remarks that yuu say that if a state 
vr en urea of the state were in dire need, then yu would 
favor a fund tu de given tu that state. Now, it is hardly 
advisable or practicul fur tie Sungreas tu begin to legislate 
lucal leplialution tu help every one of the 48 states. I anu 
relv’ag oa th: charts that see cresented here showing that, 
for instance, @: of “ex Verk wus fairly in the clase where 
they were not properly tanen cure of. 

wow, Vor refer tue the :tate. i aniu.e of these who 
De.iLeve that educuticn te the primary respu.aibillity of the 
state, but mr belief in that 1s nut relieving the ei: ldren 


whu ure suffering unier tne cunditions perritted to exist by 


265 the states. I believe Sust &5 strungly as «uu do that the 
state shuuld du it. And IT have nu dvubt but that IT cvuld find 
sumebody in the state of New York that would have many opinions 
upon what I shuvld do, but they have the sume right tuo that 
opinion as I have tv my upinion ubout the state. But New 

York @nd many of the stutes, us I understand it, vuperute in 
local school districts. In many of the states the states do 
not pay for the sonvoling us & state. It is dune by lvcal 
school districts. 

Now, I am not ready tu say that it is up to us to pass 
legislation here tu force every ctuate in the Union to operate 
as a state unit in sv far as it cuntrols its schools. That is 
& mater for them. But that system having grown up, you can 
very easily see how yuu could find most glaring illustrations 
of distress. In one school district up here in New York state, 
I believe yuu o411 it upstate New York, there are those glar- 
ing illustrations of distress, whereas down in the bailiwick 
5 of the Little Flower of Italy they ure not doing so badly. 

New, what--and I ask this suestion seriously--is our 
responsibility and vhat is the best thing for the country, 
and that is what we have got to sulve here, 

Mr, Hart. ifr. Chairman, I think that one thing that we 
have tu remenber is thut we &@re all impatient for the more 
rapid improvement of the things in which we are interested and 
about which we know. That is human nature. ve would all 
Like, by instinct, to jump to perfection if we could, But I 
think that human experience shuws that the beat growth is 
frequently the growth thut is not suite su fast. Perhaps 
fewer mistakes are made. 

Just as the salaries in upstate New York used tu be six 
or eight hundred dullars and now are 11500 or more, sv down 


in t:1:aiseippi the sularies are nuw seven or eight hundred 
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* 266 or a thuueand jollurs. Presumably they have grown tremendously 
| te reach that point in recent years. 

The Chatrmun. May I call to the witneas's attention 
this fact: For a long time this Government stocd by the 
policy that health was & lucal responsibility and, therefore, 
there was no cuntribution made to the health of the commun- 
ities. Well, the health of children, in so far as their 
future is concerned, is sv closely related to the education 
of that child that I am wondering just how fine a knife it ie 


going tu take to sepurate the two. 
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Mr. Hart. I do not think that it would take a very fine 
knife, Mr. Chairman, because, on the question of heulth, there 
Gan be nu doubt that good health is good health. 

The Chairman. And the sume thing has been said about . 
education. 

Mr. Hart. But in the matter of education, eduoation 


is, to a large extent, alwave experimental. I think that we 
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are better off in this country to have 4S stutes experiment- 
ing in education becuuse time will abide the event. It will 
tuke time to decide which hes the best method. 

The Chairman. I um not speaking of metheds, Mr. Witness. 
I am speaking of the nuestion of adequate compensation to the 
teaching personnel to keep the standard of that personnel up 
to the point that the children will receive fuir treatment 
and that they will not grope in ignorance in this scountry 
because eventually society in general--firet the child pays 
the bill and then soolety in general pays the bill. 

Now, I am Just wondering if the suggestion made b: me 
that this fund be provided and the bill so written as to do 
the sost goud where the greatest emergency exists in 411 


atutes alike would nut be at least u sten in the right 


direction. 
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267 Mr. Hart. I du net think Bo, Mr. Chairman, vecause 
once yuu set yourself the task or the Federal Government 
sets itself the task of deciding where the need was greatest 
it would have tu set up machinery to ascertuin where the neea 
was greatest. 
The Chairman. let me ask yeu thie: How would you ab 
S certain the facts that would be necessary to support your 
suggestion &s a sulution of giving funds to the individual 
states? 
Mr. Hart. I would etart vut on the theory that there 


would be very few states that were in a condition where 


VUSVHUUGGS s 5 OE 


they could not dy anything for tnemeelves. I am not satisfied 
that there are any. 

. Tne Chairman. But you would still have to have the 

z machinery to ascertain the facte. 

2 Mr. Hart. Within the etates. I think that most states 

* would hesitate tu ask the Federal Government for money. Yuu 

5 

z have heard from just one section. Has New York been down 


here asking for this biil to be p,ss8ed? 

The Chairman. I du nut know who New York is. 

Mr. Hart. Take Governer Dewey--has he been down here? 

The Chairman. Is he New York? 

Mr. Hart. As far as I um concerned, he ie not. 

The Chairman. I might say this, that I have had this 
feeling about the stute governments, or I might say that it 
is bothering me a little because the governors of most of the 
states are, on the one hand, complaining absut federal inter- 
ference, but they very curefully keep that other hand out 
behind them Just in case yuu want to drop some federal money 
in it. Now, I am ufraid that sumetime, sumewhere the atate 
gvvernors are guing to nave tu be cunsistent and make their 


gestures against federal cuntucts with both hande and not keep 
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° 268 une behind them. So I am unable tu suy who 1s speaking for 
the estates. I would not say that any one governor cuuld speak 
! for everybody in the state becuuse must of them just are 
barely elected. 

4 ir, Judd. idave we any resuests frum legislatures? 

The Chairman. Doctor, 1 might say that thut is just one 
of those thinge that I have not had the time to do, and that 
is tu oullect and review and separate and classify the various 
types of letters received by me. I saw une here that I cut 
in the record from the Governor of Miselesippi. But the letters 
are coming into the office and I try to be courteous and try 
to respond to them, but if many more ocume in I just do not 
know what my reoord will be. I can get alung fairly well with 
my district and with my atute, but the folks frum the other 
states--well, my folke write their letters in longhand and 
they write my language. 


Mr. Ramepeok. In anewer tu Dr. Judd's question, the 
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Georgia state legislature by a unanimous vote, hae asked for 


the passage of the bili. 


#r. Dondero. How can you justify that, with the surplus 


that they have in vour state? 

Mr. Ramepeck. fhe surplus is 411 roud muney, whioh is 
allocated. 

Mr. Dondero. Tnen spend a little more on education 


and not so much on roads. 


Mr. Ramepeck. I think that that ia true of Congrese, 


tuo. 
Mr. MoCowen. Cne other cuestion: 


Did yuur organization support the measure of the New 
fork General sssembly for eyualtsation for the publte 
Bchuvls in that states 


Mr. Hart. We tuok no position on it. 
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"969 ur, “eCowen. I thiught that I heard vou euy a while 
ugo in your talk, und if I az wreng correct ze, that you 
oe considered the raise contemplated in thia bill for teachers! 


silaries as a bribe ty the teacners tv suprort the bill. 
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Mr. Hart. I said thet. That is rather crude language, 


4 


ad I admit, but I think it is, in effect, true. 

i; Mr. MeCowen. Would yuu consider that members of the 

. eaear labor vurganizations support their measures as a bribe? 
a Mr. Hart. Well, I du not know. 

b Mr. McCowen. It is the same thing. They want more 

ie money and they fight for it. Is that a bribe? Is that why 
3 they support it? 

ig 

8 Mr. Hart. I supsose that it represente their very great 
= interest in it, of course. 

7X 

a Mr. McCowen. Surely! 

5 Mr. Hart. But can we @ish wut the public money to 

S groups at the instance of its members? 

2 tir. Chairman, may I eay that it seemo to me that this is 


ie the fundamental. The Feder:1 Guvernment has gut some 

. Seh@,cce,cs ,o° 0 of debt und is running into debt forty or 
fifty billions every year. The states, on the other hand, 
tneir financee have been steadily improving in the laet two 
years, In twe years the state of New York put aside ancut 
three hundred millions of savings and I understand thet nearly 
all of the states hve cut aside sume eavings ur in the 
milliona. The states' debt is declining and only aggregates 
twu billion, and the federal debt is two hundred and forty 
billion. It seems tc. me thut thet ie unother reuson why it 
ehvuld be left tu the estates. 

The Chairran. I can folluw ycur reasuning perfeotly, 

right up to thie point und I heave a great many ideas along 


thet line up te the point where I confront the children who 


oe bate vf ithe ered 2 


270 ure pasing the bill, and then I weaken a little bit. 

“rp, dart. Mr. Chairman, 1 eatuted in my remarks thut I 
tncupht thet gsu-etines when the money appropriations had been 
increased the educ..tiun got puorer. I have seen that hapzen 
in New York et.te. 

The Chairman. I have seen many @ man that the richer 
he gut the woree he was. Sut that does not solve cur situation 
here. 

Mr, Hart. Just one concrete example: It has been 
denaunstrated recently, and yvu are familiar with thie, that 
the teaching uf ».merican history nes been largely neglected 
in the public sohvols. There have been a lot of other things 
undertaken and tht haa been at tne expense of teaohing of 
Amerioan history. Sume new subjeots have come in which lack 
the practical applioation, in the winds of & great many people, 
that Americun history has. 


Tie Chairman, I agree with the gentleman that we need 
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& gvoe flit gun, but I du not new huw we will use it. 

Mr. dart. thank vou. 

Mr. McGehee. The Cungrese heretofore for many years 
hus been making cuntributions tu the different states for 
oublio health and tne federal cuntrel in the states has been, 
you might say, nia. if this cunnittee sees fit tv. pass this 
bill making ccntributions to the different states of the Union 
in aid of elucatiu:.ai work and, of cuurse, the ccntributions 
would be mure tu sure of the poorer stutes by the equalization 
fund sv provided for, and yuu and yvsur organization were 
useuvei thut there vould be no more federul cuntrol over it, 
ur yuu deiieved that there wuuld be no more federal control 
over it than that wdc: the ©.ngreos is duing today in the 


field Uf ublic heaith, ‘ould vuur urganization onvose it? 
» 
Mr. Hart. Yes, 
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“Mr. MoGehee. Yuu would oppose it even then? 

Mr. Hart. Yes. We could not believe, Cungressman, 
that the cuntrol would not enter in. 

Mr. McGehee. You think that the Congress would change 
any act by the present Cungress and assume control? 

Mr. Hart. I dv not think, Congressman, that the Cungress 
could control the thing uence it was set up. I think that it 
would beoone an expenditure that would beoume an annual 
expenditure and ouuld not be reduced and it wuld tend to be 
increased. 

Mr. McGehee. That is probably true in practically all 
appropriations in 411 of yuur government activities. 

Mr. Hart. I think that the passage of this bill would, 
in effeot, be subsidizing 4f the theories of Dr. Rugg and 
others like that and that those of the more conservative 
people whu believe in more thorough teaching in the three 
R's, 4f vou please, in the resumption of the teuching of 


American history, would lose out. 
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your teachers more money they are able to attend the in- 
situtionse throughout the country during the summer mocnths, 
and ceetainly I would not want to see them go up to Columbia 
and be tutored by Dr. Rugg and others like him. But my idea 
is that the tendency will be that they will oome back and 


teach Ameriosnism, more so than they are able to do now. 


Mr. Hart. But if they go to Teachers College at 
Columbia-- 
. Mr. NoGehse. 


ZI do not epprove of Columbia. 
Mr. Hart. We agree. | 
The Ohairman. Is there anyone who would oare to file a 
statement that it would not take over two or three minutes 
to make the verbal statement? 
STATEMENT. OF F. E£. BASS, ESQ., 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE 
TENNESSEE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
Mr. Bass. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee: 
I am F. z. Base, Executive Seoretary of the Tennessee Educa- 
tion Assooiation, Nashville, Tennesaee. I would like tu file 
this statement, coming from 17,500 school teachers, and 
reporting that our state legislature recently passed unani- 
mously @ resolution oalling on the Congress to enact this 
federal aid bill. 
The Chairman. How did the legislature act on the 
request for an increase in payment to teachers? 
Mr. Bass. We have had @ small inorease in salary. 
The Ghairman. Was it unanimous? 
Mr. Bass. It was, sir. 


(Statement of F. E, Bass, Esq. follows: 
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Mr. McGehee. No man in Congress i8 more svuld on the 
1 teaching of the three R's than I am, Nu Congressman has been 
‘f «i more exorcised over the theories of Dr. Rugg and the New Deal 
than I have been. It looks as though in my atate any buy oan 
get un education if he wante tu gu ufter it, regardless of 
the poor salaries paid to cur teuchers, and I know that our 
teachers are paid tuo emall salaries. I do not see how they 
live on it in many instances. And I am ready, with you, to | 
condemn many schools. 
A member of Cungress had quite a little ountroversy 
with his newspapermen in his district when they saw a state- 
ment that he hud made that out of 120 appointments to Annapolis 
nut une wae able tu pase the entrance examination out of 


the high schools in his city. Now, 1f yuu are able to give 
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(STATEMENT CF F, E. BASS, ESQ.) 


273 STATEMENT CF MARVIN EB. BIRD, §ESQ., 
PRESIDENT, ARKANSAS EDUCATICN 
ASSCCIATION 

The Chairman. “vuld -.u give yur name tu the reporter? 

Mr. Bird. I am Marvin E£. Bird, President of the 
Arkansas Education Assuciation. I have a statement that I 
want to file on tehalf of the teachers of Arkasas. 

Then I have & statement of Mr. Ralph B. Jones, State 
Commissioner of Education for the state of Arkansas. I will 
subnit this statement for the record. 

The Chairman. Thank you. 

Mr. Judd. Did yur legislature take an. action in 
Arkansas on this bill? 

Mr. Bird. Nu, sir. 

er. Judd@. But the Commissioner's position its in favor 


of the bil17 


“yr. Bird. Yes, air. 
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(The statements of Marvin E. Bird, Esq, President of 
Arkansas Education Association, und Raloh 8, Junes, Esq., 


State Commissioner of Education, follow. ) 
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(STATEMENT CF MARVIN E, BIRD, ESQ.) 


(STATEMENT CF RALPH B. JCNES, ES.) 
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* 275 STATEMENT CF M. F. CCLOLEY, ESQ., 
PRESIDENT CF CLASSRCON. TEACHERS, 
OHIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATICN 


Mr. Cooley. My name is 4. F. Cooley, of Warren, Chio. 


I am president of the classroom teachers, Chio Eduoution As- 
sociation, and I am presenting this statement on behalf of 
the Education Association of its official attitude, which I 
desire to have filed for vuur cunsideration. 

I may say that in Chio we are right at the present time 
dealing with the legislature through its committees. The 
Senate Committee passed our porposal favorably and by a unan- 
imous vote. The Senate itself, by a vote of 27 to 4, was 
in favor of inoreased aid. We are right now in the House, 
trying to get the House to act favorably. 

"%e are one of the states that does have a surplus. A 
large part of that is allocated for post-war operations. 


Mr, Judd. That was a vote uf 27 tu 4 by the legislature? 
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Mr. Cooley Yes. 

Mr. Judd. Not 27 to 4 for thts b1117 

Mr. Cooley. No. 

Mr. Judd. You are appropriating money for the teachers? 

Mr. Cooley. That is right. But we feel that that is 
not sufficient to take care of the whole situation. 

Mr, Dondero. How much inorease will that allow the 
teachers of the state of Chio? 

Mr. Cuoley. That wueuld be an increase of abcsut 
£6,000,000 over the biennium. 

Mr. Donderu. 4nd how much would thut be per person, in 
percent? 

Mr. Cooley. In number of dollars oer teacher? It 
would be arcund ;150 per teacher. 


Mr. Dondero. About $15 per munth additional. 
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%r. Cooley. Yes. 


“ 


Mr. “eCowen. Did not the legislature of Chio alscu 
provide for un increase lust vear? 

Mr. Cuoley. Yes. In 1943 there was a very Dad situation. 
There was no increase granted during that time. In 1944 there 
was an increase and the schvol needs, to sume extent, were 
recognized by the legislature. I want yuu pentlemen to have 
the idea that Chio is not ao laggard, neither is our Education 
Assoolation backward about working on their dealinge with the 
legislature there. 

Mr. Judd. Do you know whether these two increases amount 
to more or less than the little steel formula? 

Mr. Cuoley. Leas. It etill comes under that. 

Mr. Gwinn. Do yuu expect to take cure of yuur own 
situation in Chio? 

Mr. Cooley. We are in favor of federal aid as a general 
proposition, associuted with the ides that I think Represent- 
ativese here have mentioned--I know th.t Congreseman MoCowen 
mentioned it--where yvu tax the wealth where it is to take 
oure of the children where they are. Ohio, in this respect, 
would actually, on the basis of figures, contribute about 
$15,0°00,CCO and benefit to about the extent of $3,000,000. 


dr, Gwinn, You would get buck less than yuu would pay 


out. 


Mr. Cuouley. That is rignt. 

Mr. Gwinn. Then would you not be in favor uf appropri- 
ating wmuney tu the stites that need muney and leaving those 
that oun tu take care uf themselves, like Chio? 

Mr, Guo.ev. Nu, I um not certein that I am in favor 
of that becuuse that would--vou are fro: New Yorx? 

Vr. Gwinn. Yes. 


Vr. Covley. New York, on t .ie ratter of the tax on 
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stock transactions coming in from all over the United States, 
cuilects funds that cure from all of these scurces. Con- 
seauently, <I wuld be 1i:. favor of cullecting from New Yurk 
in taking cure of the needs of New York, as shown to yuu 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Gwinn. De :;cu want a department in ‘Vashington to 
ascertain the needs in New York? 

Mr. Cooley. As the general need has been established 
by the formula or soue other adequate formula by which the 
distribution oan be taken care cf. 

Mr. Gwinn. I do not understand your position at all. 
There ie nu state thet may not need surething, that may not 
be needled in some way tu do surething--needled frum Washington 
to do sumething about education. 

Mr. Cooley. No. There are educational needs in all 
stutes. However, it is the responsibility of the state to 
take care of--tv build up its ddWontionm system und see that 
4t 18 properly organized and coordinated. 

Mr. Gwinn. “Shere does the Government come in? 

Mr. Cooley. In the understanding of the general welfare 
of the country as a whole. While vuu may not have a specific 
responsibility for education ae it is cunceived in any partic- 
ular schuol, yet certuiniy you gentlemen have an interest in 
the education of the citizens of all the country. 

The subject of mobility was bruught up yeeterday. That 
is une feature and an interesting and important feature. ‘Je 
are interested not unly in what cur neighbor next door te us 
does, but aleo thrvuughout the entire nation. 

Mr. Gwinn, sSut that is the excuse for building up 
sunething in Vashington that cetsa the ethereal position that 
it hardly can be defined. 


Mr. Cooley. I think that yuu are taking the attitude, 
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sir, that thuse people tuke who have & fear of federal doun- 
ination--sone federsl bureau thut wiil be built up that will 
specificully control the education throughout the different 
states. My own feeling or opinion is that this bill, even 
though you would strike out the portion relating to the Con- 
missioner of Education being the une to distribute the funds, 
eo far as the rest of the language is cuncerned would provide 
funds, vut would eliminate the possibility of federal ountrol. 

My. Gwinn. If vuu reduce it to & question of funds, 
under what pussible theory would yuu take money out of New 
York and send it back again? 

Mi. Couvley. On the generul welfare of tie nation basis. 

Mr. Gwinn. Why not determine what state needs the wel- 
far and take the money from New York ana give it tu “ississippi. 
fur instanoe. 

mr. Cuocley. Tuat would nut be generui welfare. That 
would be & localized proposition. You would get baok to the 
propositiun which we desire tu avoid, of having seme agency 
tu determine where that need wua createst, set up standards 
for that, have sume organization to exumine into it very 
minutely und cetersine whether states had met these atandarda. 
There would be 411 sorte uf poseaibilities of puvlitical backer 
demands frum different urgunizutions fur that mumey. 

hr. Gwinn, Chio, I see, has & gross debt of $21,CC0: ,0c0. 

iy. Covley. Yes. 

ty. Gwinn, There is no doubt in your ining that Chio 
van pay for ite own education, is there’? 

“ur. Covley. I wouid gay “io,"* tu that, and there is 
nut in anything 2 have said any indioation that 1t wouid not 
be puying for it. we would be paying more. That is, the 
rederui Government would be cvuliecting more tnan we would be 


receiving. I: other words, there would be a surplus coming 
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out of Chio that could be used in Mississippi or these other 
states. It would sinply be on the basis of Chio sharing in the 
general fund for our common welfare. 

Mr. Judd. Even theugh yuu were vetting back less, 
35,0°5,0090 wore would be being spent in Chio than is now the 
Case. 

Mr. Cooley. Thut probubly is true. We du not feel 
that that would be an adenu:.te anount. 

ur. Chenoweth. You du nt ugree with Dr. Dawson on 
the obligation of the Feder.1 Government in the education field, 
dc you? He puts the states first, then the local districts, 
znd then the Federul Government. He cu:resa in on the one hand 

and says thet it is an obligation of the Federal Government 
and he dues nut recognize any respunsibility of the Federal 
Government to have any voice in that education, which I olaim 
is an indefensible positiun. 

Mr. Covley. I beileve that the “ederal Government has 
an interest in education. 

Mr. Chenoweth. 3ut nut & res:onsibility? 

Mr. Cuoley. Kut except us 16 might ve interpreted 
throvgh the general welfare cluuse. 

kr. Chenoweth. ‘You have heurd Dr, Dawson state his 
position? 

Mr. Cooley. Yes, una I .n nut takine exactly the same 
position on that. 

tip. MeGehee. che first 4... cof the nearing, Tuesday, 
wne today there hus cCeen @ great deal suid shut Miesiseippt 
wna the accurulation of mone: in the treasury of “ississippl. 
I just want to explain thus tu the ounvittee. 

In January a veur age, .t the cunvening of the new 
iegisiature they found some 27, .,9CC in She treasury, which 


vac accumulated over the cle tum, Yue itvsiesippi legislature 
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' 260 wuuthorized the issuance of bunds over 4 period of years prior 
to that for the upkeep of schuols and it has developed thut 
Mississippi is above the nationul average in trying to main- 
tain the average. The legislature authorized the investment 


of $21,C°0,ccC of thia accumulated surplua to retire 


$21,0°0,0°0 of the $24,590,C.0 bunds cutstanding iscued prior 
to that. Those bonds were issued in trying tuo carry on the 
the expense of the state and especially the educuticnal program 
and the ounstruction of buildings and other echvol improve- 
ments. Su it has placed in a fund to retire the past accun- 
ulated debts and the maintaining of the state's work and 
especially through the schools, the $8,C°0,0CO accumulated 


in the treasury in the bienniun. 


Sinoe January 4 yeur ago, which, of course will be 
controlled by the legislature which cumee in, Mississippi has 
increased ite appropriation for echoole from about twelve or 


thirteen million to nineteen or twenty million dollars last 
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year. I think that my state is making great strides in that 
respect, but etill we are unable to tax our oeople so that 
4. we can meet the maximus. standard 4s testified to befure the 
; committee. 

I wanted tu make thet explanation and let vuu know that 
we are not quite 98u bad as you may have thought. 

she Chairman. If you tried to take the wnole jumo at 
once it would be like our trying tu balance the federul budget 
with one tax bill. 

(Statement filed by =. F. CGuoley, Esq., und signed by 


%. 3. Bliss, Feq. fullcws.) 
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STATEMENT CF APTHU"N CCREY, ES%., 
EXECUTIVE SECRETANY, CALIFORNIA 
TEACHERS AJSCCIATIGN, SOUTHERN 
SECTION 
Mr. Corey. I shuuld iike tu flle «. brief statement 
for the California Teachers Aseociation, Suuthern Section, 
of which I em Executive Secretary. 
The Chairman. Thank you. Without objection it will 
ve filed. 
(Statement filed by Arthur Corey, Esq., Signed 


by Roy W. Cloud, Stute Exeoutive Seoratary, follows.) 
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ROY ‘VV. CLOUD, STATE EVECUTIVS SECHETAPY. 
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262 Mr. Donderu. se huve @ representative here from 
Michigan, Superintendent Edgar Downe, of Ferndale, Michigan, 
representing the Nichigan Education association, and he would 
like tu be heard extemporanevusly. 

The Chuirman, Mr. Downs, I was in hopes of getting to 
you this morning, and I will try tc do 6o. 
Mr. Ramepeck. Mr. Boushall, representing the United 
Statee Chamber of Commerce is here, and he is neither for or 
against the bill. I have just ascertained that there will be 
two hours of reneral debate in the House before they start 
to ounsider the bill. I was hoping that we cvuld hear Mr. Bou- 
The Chairman. I will not let these fulks down. 
STATEMENT OF JERRY WELLES, ESQ., 
SUPERINTENDENT OF COUNTY SCHCOLS, 
FULTON CCUNTY, GEORGIA. 
My. Welles. I am Jerry A. Welles, Superintendent of 


County Schools in Fulton County Georgia. I desire to file 
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& atatement on behalf of M. D. Mobley, Director of Vocational 
Education for the stute of Georgiu, and president of the 
American Vocational Assoolation, Inc., with reference to the 
need for funds for general education in the country. 

The Chairman. Thank you, sir. 


(Statement filed by Jerry A. *elles, Ean., follows.) 
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283 STATEMENT CF MRS, S. C, PATTERSON, 
PEESIDENT GEORGIA EDUCATION ASSCC- 
TATION. © 
Mrs. Patterson. I am Mre. S. C. Patterson, President 
of the Georgia Educution Associaion. I have the honor of 
presenting to you first the letter of trunsmittal; next a 
resolution passed by the Delegate Assembly of the Georgia 


Education Association on April 12, 1944; next a Joint resolu- 


tion adopted by both houses of the Georgix General Assembly, 


February, 1945; and third a letter from His Excellency Ellie 


Ryne 


- Arnall, Governor of Georgia. = -- - >| 
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May I say, for yuur information, that out of that sur- 
plus that we had in Georgia at the end of the fiscal year 
1944, the public schvole received four ania half million 
dollars--three and a half million dollars for an increase 
in teachers' salaries, and one million for teachers' retire- 
ment, und we anticipate that ut the ane of this year, we expect 
another million and & half. We feel that Georgia is doing all 
that she oan dou. 

Mr. Dondero. Every witness from Georgia indicates the 
high standard of the education in Georgia. 

Mrs. Pattereon. I might say, sir, that I might be in 


ill repute if you knew that at one time I went to Columbia 


University. 
The Chairman. Thank vou. 


(The staterents filed by Mrs. S. C. Patterson fvullow. ) 


RSCN. 


of 
_ 


STATEMENTS FILED BY MRS. 5. C. PATT 


a 


aad andat 


spat 


ost 


. THE NATIONAL ARCMIVE - 


BH ly pte 


ai, } 
Pedaenhe he on 
Ln Wee, 
+s 


1S, gre 
* 34'S 


Le fend 


aiteang 
eating 


ERT et ee 


SMS ete ats 


ALY Pe SLaA amen 


aA vl ts 
i 


SYNCILYN ont d¥ O29NQ0ud ay 


PED RE AY, 


‘ Js tw ey 


26k 


STATEMENT OF CUAIG P, MINEAR, ESQ., 
EXECUTIVe o20 LTARL, COLCHADC 
EDUCATION ASSOCCIATICN 
yp, Mineur. “y name is Craig P. Ainear, Executive 
Secretary of the Culoradu Education Assooiation. I speak 
un behalf of the 9,COG teachers of Colorado . At the last 
Delegate Assembly they unanimcuely adopted a resolution in 
support of this legislation. 
I am very glad to present the statement. 


Mr Chenoweth, Mr, Minear, would vou state briefly 


what Colorade aia this last session? 


Mr. Minear. This last month the Colorado legislature 
passed an equalization bili which inoreased to the sohools 
of Colorado about a million dollare fron state funde, whioh 
went to the publio schoole of Culorado on the equalization 
basis. In other words, that muney goes to the poorest schools . 
They established a minimum program of education below which 
no school would be permitted to go and receive state funds. 
Th's program provides for 71260 for elementary schools and 
$150C for high school. In order tc reach that minimum program 
after the local district had levied sufficient levy, which wae 
designated in the bill, if they could not reach that minimum 
program the state supplied the differenoe. And the looal 
districts were permitted to go as much abuve thut as they 
could. 

This state bill will du @ great deal four the poor 
schools, but still we are in a position where every teacher 
vut vf three ie un emergency teacher. Our teachers are leaving 
for better paid positions. 

Er. MeCowen. Huw auch of the 2120. 4s for the teachers 

n the one-rveom schvols? 


Vr. Minear. It is based on the oluesroon unit of that 
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: Mr. MoCowen. $1200 1s the total cost? 

i Mr. Minear. °1200 18 the total cost. 

‘ Mr. MoCowen. And abcut 29CO of thet is teacher's salary? 
z Mr. Minear. That would te the generul cercentage. 

£ Mr. Chenoweth. I am sure that you felt very proud 

when you heard Dr. Dawson refer to Cvlorado as one of the 

7 finest states in education. 

a ‘r, Minezr. We have inoreased from 9% to 12% on state 

‘ funde. Still some of our districts are too low und they are 


“unable to support a decent echcol in their districtea, 

Mr. Chenoweth. This Aot of the legislature will pro- 
vide & great deal of help there. 

Mr. Minear. Yes. Thank you. 


(Statement of Craig P. Minear, Esq. follows.) 
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S 286 STATEMENT CF HARRISON U. WOOD, ES2., 
PRESIDENT, WISCONSIN EDUCATICN 
ASSCCIATION 
Mr. food. My name is Harrison U. sood, of Racine, 


-Asconsin. I am president of the ‘Wisconsin Education Assooi- 


ation. 


Fe APT ae et, 


I have two documents which I wish to file with the 
comrittee, one a letter of endorsement by the Wisoonsin 
Education Assoolation, and one & letter of endorsement from 
"the State Superintendent of Public Inetruction. ——__— 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that a statement was 
made in & disparaging way in regard to teachers' forums, and 


we hud one last year and it was one of the outstanding meetings 
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of the year. It was presided over and spoken to by Dr. Judd. 


(Statement filed by Harrison U, ‘iood, Eaq. follows. ) 
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287 STATEMENT CF FRANCIS i. BEEDCN, ESQ., 
PRESIDENT, “MICHIGAN STATE TEACHERS 
CLUB 
Mr. Beedon. My name is Francis %. Reedun. I am presi- 
dent of the Michigan State ‘euchers Club. 
I wish to reserve to ur. Downs the right tc make an.’ 
further conplete statement cof cur organization. 


The Chairman. Thank you. 


(The statement of Francis 4. Beedon fulluwa.) 
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STATEMENT CF CHASLES J. DALTHOSP, ESQ., 
SUPERINTENDENT Cf SOXCCLS, ABERDEEN, 
SCUTH DAKCTA 

Mr. Dalthorp. cir. Chairman, my name is Charles J. 
Dalthorp. I am Superirtenient of Scn.uls, Aberdeen, Suuth 
Dakota. 

I have & report frum the South Dakota. Education Associa- 
tion, & very brief rerort. Cur appropriation for education 
was increased from $1,000,060 te 273,400,000, and most of that 
aid went to the smaller schuol districts, leaving the larger 
districte out. It will allow most of them to ountinue to 
operate during the next two-year period. 

Lust full 70% of the twm districts had reached their 
mill limitation of tax--25 xrills, and half of those were 
operating on & warrant basis, su sume tye of relief will be 
ecsentiul very svon. 


7 (The statement of Charles 


J. Dalthorp, Esq. follows.) 
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STATEMENT CF MARY ELLEN LEWIS, 
REPRESENTING THE BCARD CF DIR- 
ECTCRS, MICHIGAN EDUCGATICK 
ASSOCIATION, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

Miss Lewis. I am Mary Ellen Lewie of Ann Arbor, Hichi- 
gan, where the University of Miohigan is located. I repre- 
sent the Buard of Directors of the Michigan Education Assooi-~ 
ation. 

I have @ resolution which the Board of Directors passed, 
representing 32,000 Michigan teachers, in April 1944, ana I 
wish to present it for the committee's ocunsideration. 

I reserve any other comments for our president, Edgar 
Downs. 


(The statenent of Mary Ellen Lewis follows.) 


tee 


«elves act 15 a a 
2 Te a at BE oe 
t Rg Dsgr eae ae ee 


F] 
ak 

tte 

ie 


te Se ate ae kage 
adh dd side eee, “Y 5 


ARY ELLE 


3 


STATEVENT CP 


289-A 


Tle NALS yomans 


| 
! 
! 
i 
! 


USED At, ag 


ve 


4. 


\ atacaintabeetmanntethae ty Hie iceman aetna 0 ee 
seanaeiemntrenincen ots os te Notte 9 A BS a lok hid Tak, 


ae 


e 


ey 


STATEMENT CF ERNEST GIDDI“GS, ESQ., 
CHAIRVAN, MICHIGAN FEDERAL RELATIONS 
CC’ ITTEE, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

Mr. Giddings. I am Ernest Giddings, of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 

I um submitting & report on the need, so far as Michigan 
4s ooncerned, in the best way that we oan state it, for 
federal uid. I represent the Federal Relations Committee 
that speaks for abyut 6,000 NEA members in the state of 


Michigan, and about 30,0°0 members--teacher members of our 


state Aseuciation. 
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I would rather leave anything further to the president 


setae, 
on 


of our state Assovolation, Mr. Downs. 
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(Statement of Ernest Giddings, Esa. follows.) 
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STATEMENT OF GLENN SNCW, ESQ., 
PAST PRESIDENT, UTAH EDUCATICN 
ASSCCIATION 
Mr. Snow. My name is Glenn Snow, from Utah, past preéi- 


dent of the state Association. 


I would like to file with you a statement from the 


Exeoutive Committee of our state Association in Utah. 
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be 
are In Utah during the past year we have appropriated extra 
ee money for schools and have raised the limite for property 
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taxes in order to carry on. We feel that in Utah we are giv- 


nF 


ing about as much in proportion to the dollar as any state 


in the nation. Cn the looal basis the Governor has recently 
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announced that 1t will be probably impossible for them to meet 


a the appropriations which have already been made. 

a le feel that because Nevada, Representative Bunker's 

a state, and California ure our neighbors we are in competition 
oa with them for our teachers. In any event, we have had what 

Fo we ounstder an excetient sonco! progran. ve feel that the 
ee teachers have done a good job considering what they had to do 


bniwt ieee 


Les 


with. The ratio of births in Utah in proportion to adult 


population gives us an especially heavy program. 
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we are, a8 Representative Chenoweth stated, a state 


where mining 16 & major industry. One of our mines, and a 
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number of others, but particularly one, ie owned 90% outside 
the state and pays something in the nature of $20,000,000 of 
dividends to districte vutside of our own etate. Consequently 
we feel that it ie fair that sue part of that return should 
be made tu the ohildren of the state who are supported there. 

wy, Judd. How much does that sine contribute to the 
taxes in the state? 

Mr. Snow. Approxi:cately, the amuint of ite total tax 


Dill 48 eonewhere in the neighborhood of $20,750,000, By 
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~atate for c&pital which ie invested in your etate that that 
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reason of an Act of the legislature epecial subsidies are 
given tu this company to induce extra activity on the part 
of the company now. 

Mr. Judd. And out of that $20,0C0,"CO about half of it 
goes to dividends outside of the state and half to taxes in 
the state? 

Mr. Snow. The $20,007,000 ie dividends which go out- 
side of the state and $2C,:.0,000 additional for taxes. 

Mr. Chenoweth. Are yuu the same Snow who about 30 
years ago was a two-mile runner? 

Mr. Snow. No. I often have the inclination to run, 
but I am not the one. 

Mr. Gwinn. You are a school teacher? 

Kr. Snow. Yes. 

Mr. Gwinn. We are all interested in the kind of econonics 
which you teach, TI am curious te know why you think that 


simply beosuse $20,000,000 of dividende is paid outeide of the 


is & special reason why that should be taxed tu bring that 
back. 
Mr. Scow. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that there is 
& special reason why the fucilities of a state should go ty 
help the people of the state. If we had not already in Utah 
had an income tax, un inheritance tax, a sales tax and a 
property tax und other taxes as a basis for our present school 
program and were still unable to do the tyre of work which the 
citizens want to do, then we would not feel, perhaps, that it 
was necessary to go tu inetitutiones which have broader bases 
fur the support of schvols in Utah. The weelth there does 
not represent a broad enuugh base tu take care of the citizens. 
1 might uote this: se had une per hundred of cur in- 
ductees wht wae turned @u.n because of physical and mental 


at 


an veo thane we Op we etude te eege 4 cs beadag 7 
Senttiid Wy hee kdb aid daa OBE 


deficiency, ae against, I think on the same ratio, sone 26 
in the Suuthern states. I think that one state has a higher 
ratio than we did. They had eight-tenthe of one per cent. 
That is a contribution to the nation. If we cuuld give this 
same type of ountribution without culling upon other agenotes 
of government, we would be happy to do it. 
Mr. Gwinn. You misunderstood my question. I am curious - 
to know why you think yuu should follow dividends paid through- oo 
out the nation when it is people who have {nveated their ae 
capital in Utah who have made this very rich har vset for your 
country or your state, on which you now collect $20,00°,0C0 
in taxes, and from that very property. 
Mr. Snuw. We feel that the wealth of the country has 
u primary responsibility to the country. I do not know that 
I am answering your ouestion ae you intended, Cungressman. 
Mr. Ramapeck. Du you not feel that the wealth of that 
mine has been exploited by the etookholders and they ought to 


‘make some contribution tu the children of Utah? = == 


Mr. Snow. Yes. 

I gathered tht you contributed a subsidy to this company 
and that perhaps that, in iteelf, answered the euestion you 
asked. 

Mr. Gwinn. I oennct fellow Mr. Ramspeck or you on 
your theory that thas cupital that came to your state hee not 
mude ite greut ountribution ulready, and why should you oall 
it exploiting capital when 1t has done nothing but develop 
your resources? | 


“ir. Snow. Did 1 use the word "exploit"? 


Mr, Gwinn. ho. Ar. Ramspeck did. 

Mr. Scouw., 1 think thet the wealth of the state has an 
ubligatiun to the etate itself. And I thick that where the 
wealth is owned or where we can reach it with current systems © 
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of taxation, then we should do that, but partioularly here 
we cannot. We cannot reach it on our income tax for instance, We 
Can reach other forme of wealth in the state on our inoome | 
tax. I think that you get the point that I have. 

Mr. Gwinn. But the great state of Utah, which, after 
all, ie a rich state umung the new ones, has a debt of 
$1,769,000. You are not pleading poverty, that your state 


cannot by itself take care of its education if it wanted to 


do that, are you? 
Mr. Snow. I am telling you that we make a bigger com- 
parative effort to take c.re of Utah than the wealth of 
New York, for instance, is making, and that by raising our 
tax limitations and making extra appropriations from the 
legislature we cannot do what the people of the state then- 
selves want tu do. 
Mr. Judd. Can you not borrow money? 
Mr. Snow. Yes. we borrow money. “de adopt &ll of the 
_ ---- procedures -for getting -money—that other states.do.-- -- -- seein soe nee 
Mr. Judd. Can your state not borrow money? We have _ 
to borrow money. 
Mr. Snow. Yes. 
Mr. Judd. We have to borrow money and let the next 
generations pay for it. 
Mr. Snow. The bases for taxation on the federal level, 
even for the wealth of Utah, ie sv much broader than ‘he 
bases for Utah that we oan reach taxable capacity thrdligh the 


Congress of the United States «hioh ie not otherwise reach- om 


able in the state. That is why, in answer to your question, 
I believe it fair tu hele us to get this fund from the wealth 


of our state. 


Mr. Chenoweth. Have yuu approached the state legis- 
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Mr. Snow. Yes, and they have given use some $4,000,000. 
It actually 16 approximately $200 per teacher this year. | 
I should eay thie, too, in Utah we have teacher training 


inetitutions, and still we are not able to meet the demand for 
teachers in vur own state. But the higher rate of pay offered 
in Nevada and California, and we are cluse to them, drains 


our good teachers tu those states. 


Mr. Chenoweth. That is in normal times, too. & 
Mr. Snow. Yes. : 
Mr, Chenoweth. And the defense industries are taking re 


a lot of teachers, too. 
Mr. Snow. Yes. 


Mr. Chenoweth. ‘Would vou say that in normal tines 


Nevada und California pay more to teachers than Utah does? 


thet i 


Mr. Snow. Yes. 
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(The statement filed by Glenn Snow, Esq. follows.) 
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—gone: necessary--steps -tuken-of. that .sort,-but.without control . 


STATEVENT CP CPH SFTZMAN, oe 
VICE-PRESIDENT, SCUTHEASTERN 7 
“ICHIGAN ASSCCIATED TEACHERS 

CLUES 

V4ee Hetzman. My name ia Ruth Hetezman, of Royal Oak, 
stohigan, Vice-Fresident of the Suutheastern Michigan 
aeeocteted Teachere Clubs. 

I want to file a etatement for uur organization that 
we wre solidly back of H. R. 1296, and we believe that it 
gives the necessary federal aid without federal. control. 

ty. Dondero. I might say that this lady lives in my 
huze city in Michigan and she had one of my sone under her 
inetruction and he is still an American. 

ve. Gwinn. The way vou stated “without federal ountrol, * 
I thought you meant it. 

“ige Hetzman. I mean it in the way that I hope ali of 
you mean it. I will admit that there must be some auditing, 
over inetruction and personnel, which wild be left up to the - 
states. 

Wr. Gwinn. You would not be in favor of thie legislation 
if you thought that the Department of Education in washington 
would ever intimate, even by professional influence, what 
yuu were to teach in your school system in Michigan, that ie, 
nateriale of education or philosophy of educat ion or the 
aualifications of the teachers or any other thing of that 
character, would you? 

“4ae Hetzman, Nu. I would not favor stute aid on that 
basis either. 


“p. Gwinn. Thet de right. You are teaching American- 


fen. 


(The statement filed by Ruth Hetzman follows.) 
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297 a STATEMENT OF PHATES E. REPDE:, FSQ., _ 
5 CXECUTIVE SECRETARY, WEST VIRGINIA 
: STATE EDUCATION ASSCCIATION 

Mr. Veeder. My narne ie P. E, Reeder, Executive Secre- 
tary of the ‘jest Virginia State Education Association. 

I wish to submit xu statement coning from 1§.000 or more 
teachers of Nest Virginia schvols, as weil as a statemnt 
47 coming frow the chief ctute school officer. 
I sheuld like to have just u moment of time to point 
e out two or three things. In the first place, I should like 
to cull to the attention of this comnittee the fact th.t Vest 
Virginia, on the basis of state support of education, 1a 
already using more than 60% of ite regular state budget am, 
following the gentleman from Utah's thinking, I shuuld like 
to call attention to the fact that we, too, are in the position 
where the natural resources of ‘est Virginia are being taken 
out of West Virginia and processed in other states and the 


inecune and wealth derived from our natural resources are being 
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Lost to Weat Virginia as income tu west Virgis: ia. 

In cunnection with that I should like to call to your 
attention, and I believe that that hae been made & part of the 
charts, the fact that West Virginia ranked 39th among the 
etates in income payments per oupita of population. Yet, 

Nest Virginia today ranke secund among the 4% states in ite 


relutive effort in support of education. I think the fact 


thut we ure uecirg vore than 60% of our state budget, clus the 


local effort, ie indicative of the fact that we are duing all 
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that we can voselbly do, or approximately all that we can, 


And I want tu say further thut seat Virginia 46 one of the 
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stutes in the Union that hae gene a long way toward eoualiz- 


{ng opportunity. ‘Je have the plan in vest Virginia which we 
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we have & state corprised cf 55 cuunt: units. %e have 
& single salary schedule. «ve have e uulizel educatiunai vup- 
portunitiea in so far as cur finances 111 cvermwit us to do so. 

The Chairman. I wunder if the gentleman would give us 
sore light on this subject. te here in Yuigress who are rep- 
resentatives vf the people have u surplus of suggestions as 
to how tu spend muney. Je wre a r1ittle shurt on suggestions 
asp to how to raise it. New, right sun we are guing tu be 
faced with the problem of raising severul billicns of dollars 
in increased taxee tu take cure of many Just such programa 
as this; I do not mean just the sume kind, out programe that 
are being worked ont today around tables arcund Capitol Hill 
by committees. I am wontering if yuu have any Light that yuu 
could give yuur Representative, or where he shvuuld get that 
muney and whether it should be by increcsed payroll tax, or 
increas3d income tax, ur increased inheritance tax, or new 
sales tax, or Just how would you suggest that thet be raised, 
or would yuu suggest an increase of «11 those, whioh probably 
wili be cunsidered, 

Mr. Reeder. Mr. Chairman, I an suve that you have given 
me @ question that 16 somewhat flooring Congress today. 

The Chairman. I might cay thit yuu ure right, there. 

up. Reeder. I du not ynuw thet - cuuld attempt that, in 
ay cupacity as an individual fon the state uf -est Virginia, 
why has not made any effort tc study the tax structure. 

The Chairman. I assumeA that son planned suse kind of 
retreat before yuu did your advance cn this cunittee. 
at this picture, thinring in terms of the natural wealth of 
the entire nation and in these spots within the nation that 
are without the natural wealth, sore meins should be devised 


whereby the children within those spots withcuut wealth would 


But I might say that, certainiv, as we lovk | 
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profit. As far as the means whereby that could be dune, or 
the solution or the formula, I cvuld not answer the cuestion 
because I know that there are tax experts within the confines 
of Congress whe can answer that much better than I. 

The Chairman. But they are behind with the spending 
experts. The epending experts have gotten shead of them. I 
want them tv catch up. I am wondering what the reaction 1s 
going to be to the members of Congress who provide, or who 
vote for & tax bill that is going to raise all of thie money. 

You know, some fellows can go to a legielative—body and 
vote for all appropriations and against all taxation. Well, 
some of them stay in a long time un that, but sumebody must 
take the responeibility of not only voting for appropriations 
but they have got to vote for taxation. We have had 4 lot of 
suggestions here on the one side, but, so far as I can recall, 
not a single one has attempted to help with the biggest 
problem that we have. | 

Vr. Reeder. I see that I had to become the guinea pig 
to answer that. 

Mr. Gwinn. Mr. Chairman, yuu have made a very wise ob- 
servation, and I am curious to knw if the thing which you 
have pointed out may not be a fundamental fault of our educa- 
tion, namely, that we are educating ourselves to look at & 
single, isolated situation, so that we become speoialists in 
thinking of what education is withuut thinking in terms of ite 
relationship tu other things. We are thinking abuut getting 
an ancropriation withuut knowing hee it will be found, and 


__what the effect of that «111 be un the total prosperity of 


the nation. 
Mr. Reeder. I wonder if we are teolaticnists in our 
th’nking when we are thinking in terme of the millions of the 


achool buys and girls in thie nation that have a right to the 
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very vest that this nation can provide Savsctioukily, 

Mr. Gwinn. The tuestion is, where is the money te be 
fuund? That is the unis question. The educators are pre- 
senting one side of thie withuut helping us on the other. Yeu 
have a lot of data ani have been expert in presenting the 
plaintiff's case. And we have nv data except ia we can get 
it from you. 

Mr. Judd. Je set a great many letters every week from 
teachere urging us tu pass severél bills which, in one form 
or another, relieve from taxution sniulticee or retirement al- 
lowances, and we are sympathetio for them. But we cannot give 
more money to teachers and get less from them in taxes. I 
wonder if the NEA will send us many people down here when we 
ure raising taxes &8 they are nuw. we ure responsible to all 
of the nation. | 

Mr. Reeder. And we sre responsible, as teachers, to 
educate the people of this country. | 

The Chairman. Let me suggest thie: You are teaching 
these millivne of children; you are tefinitely concerned with 
their future welfare. Taxation will have aumething to do with 
that future welfare, and they, and nut vou, will pay this bill. 

“uy. Reeder. That is right. 

The Chairman. Have you figured vut any ay that you oan 
levy that tax tu where it will not materially retard them in 
the future and will not hamper their ability to enjoy a great 
eansewaeys Huve you given any thought to that side of the 
oueation® 


hr. Reeder. I have an abiding faith in the ability of 


America tu solve its probleme, and I have an abiding faith in 
this Congress to arvive ut the s: lution of this problem. I 


an. no tax expert. 


The Chairman. But on thet question of faith, you know, 
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4t is like the colored deacon who met a bear one night on the 
road, and the meeting came very near being fatal to him. And 
he met Brother Brown, the preacher, and the preacher saw hin 
very much eocarred up and scratohed, and he said, “dell, Deaoon, 
aid you pray while the fightin' was goin! on?" 

The Deacon said, “3rother Brown, prayin' is all right 
in @ prayer meetin’ but it ein't much good in @ bear meetin'." 

Youur faith ie all right and it ie very helpful and 
4{nepiring. But have yu ever been in & tax meeting? Have you 
ever tried to put over a tax bill on the people on faith? 

Mr, Reeder. You have raised a problem there. 

The Chairman. I have not raised it. You folks have 
raised it. 

Mr. Reeder. well, you have brought the question to the 
puint. I would certainly say this, that of all taxes, the 
d{noome tax, I do think, is the fairest, speaking from the 
national viewpoint, and certainly the natural resources that 
ge out of our state and are proceseed in other states, there 
4s inoume eurned off those products and income aleo earned by 
out of state concerns on the products. we have the chemical 
center of the world, but it is owned by New York finance and 
the inoume 18 very great off that bueiness, and it goes to 
New York, outside of the labor. 

Mr. Gwinn. Well-- 

Mr. Reeder (interposing). I expected a rise from New 
York. 


vp. Gwinn. Let me ask you @ sinple question. Suppose, 


te meet this bili for $30’ ,c00,¢ 0, we take 95% by inheritance 


taxes, from these men that you say are tak ing money out of 
Neat Virginia minee so that thereafter not a penny 6omes back 
to vest Virginia to develop other mines in West Virginia and 


other chemical deposits. #111 you be better off as sohool 
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302 teuchers, or will the people cf West Virrinia be better off? 
Mr. Reeder. I do not think that envone would recommend 
such a etrict or such a large su~ of deduction as that, no. 


Mr. Gwinn. That is exactly what has already haopened 
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in large me&sure. Yuu ure not getting any capitai duwn to 


we 
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Weat Virginia. That is the reason that we are coming to 


- Cungress to get it right now. 
ae 
a Mr. Reeder. We are not getting new capital. 


Mr. Ramepeck. We have « Witness waiting who, in my 


opinion, will largely answer the ouestion yuu have raised, 
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because he will present the study made by the United States 


Chamber of Commerce on the relationship between education and 
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income. I think that it will have quite a bearing on the 
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Mr. Heeder. I will te glad tu retire. 
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(Statemente filed by Phures &. Keeder fvullow.) 
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STATEMENT CF M. P MCE, ESQ., 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, MONTANA 
EDUCATICN ASSCCIATION 

Mr. Moe. I am M. P. “ee, Fxecutive Secretary of the 
Montana Education Asauciation. 

I am very pleased tu have the opportunity tou file a 
report from the Montana Education Association, and I am going 
to be bold enough to use a iittle bit of my sage brush econ- 
omios. The only book economics I have, if it is not right 
you will have to blame it upon the univereity in Dr. Judd's 
state. 

I think that the question brought up is fundamental, 
and I think that it has two angles to it. The question is 
where is the money coming from. Question Number one is, where 
is it coming from right now; and the other question is dealing 
with the payment of debts, where is it going to come from 
in the future? | 

As far as I am ouncerned, thinking of my own state, I 
believe that 1t would be wise economy to out down one and 
@ quarter millions on the highway money coming to Montana 
and use it for education. You have &n appropriation whioh, 

I believe, will bring to the state of Muntana $24, 000,0C0 

for the highway program on the basis of matohing. Our leg- 
islature just closed, having voted the state into the highest 
debt in the history of the state, and $12,000,000 was voted 
to matoh the $24,000,C°0 coming from the Federal Government. 


I broke out a homestead in Montana with oxen. I think 


__that 4? we would gv at that speed on some other things and pay | 


w little more attention to developing human resources, rather 
than highwaye where we cafi speed along and kill people, it 
would be better. 


Mr. Dondero. Were you compelled to have your legislature 


Be 
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yote thut money in order tu obtain federal aid? 

Mr, Moe. I du not know. 

Mr. Donderv. sao thet & matching fund” 

Mr. Mue. Yes. 

Mr. Dondero. Then ycu were cumpelled to dv it, or 
else lose that federal aid. 

Mr. Mee. That was my underatanding. 

The Chairman. Did the state 4ighway Department and 
those interested in the highway system approve of the sug- 


gestion made by you? 


ad 


Mr. Foe. I doubt it. And they did not send one person 


“let alfa heos “Sdhsee 


down and they were trying to get muney for highways. I am 
the only one here in the interests of education. 

Mr. Dondero. Your state Board of Equalization has 
written a letter thut they do not want any federal aid for 
Montana. They say: 

“In our opinion “ontana schools du not require any fed- 
eral aid. Under our system of financing public schools there 
4e no limit on the amount of salaries that may be paid to 
elementary school teachers if the local people wish to provide 
the mueney." 

And 1t 18 signed "State Soard of Equalization " 

Mr. Moe. It 48 headed by the aame group that sent 61x 
men: down here to get $24,cco,oc: for highwaye ana know the 
situation anc have worked down there for ten sessions. I 
know who wrote that letter. 


vy. Dondero. Youur statement indicates the tendenoy 


__._.... for cuming to Yashington for aid on nearly everything, if 


you eay that these eix men who now say they do not want 
federal aid, still coue tu *sashingtoun ani ure willing to take 
Zou: G,C°O for roads. 


ur. Moe. I think that maybe it 1e time to develop the 
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next generation to get a little better perspective on education. 


The Chairman. Let me suggest sumething right here. 


(Disouesion off of the reoord.) 
Mr. Moe. There is one statement that I wanted to make. 


oe, Cn this matter of the finanoing of the future, I want to say 


this: I believe, and that is probably my number one reason 


for being here, that if we ure going to pay thie three hundred 
billion dollar debt that is ouming we will have to raise the 


level of ability of our people to earn a big enough income 
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e to be able to contribute that amount. And if we can raise 

a the level of these whu are below average up to the average, 
3 4t would mean an increase national income of over twenty 

8 billion dollars a year. That ie my suggestion. 

7 I think that when the United States Chamber of Commerce 
“ study is presented it will bear out my point. 

a 

a Mr. Judd. I want to commend the witness. I have been 
Br 

5% wondering why nobody has said that before. That is the strong- 
c est argument there is, to ounvert people from potential tax 


burden into potential taxpayers. 


Mr. Moe. Education must do two things. It must educate 
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ae people tu beoume better citizens and educate them to produce 
is more so that they can pay the bills, education which would be 
Ree | 

ae un investment that will not cnly pay for itself but contribute 


eae 


more toward the paying of governmental expense. 
(Disoussion off of the reoord. ) 
Mr. Ramspeok. Yuu are losing your best young people 
in the war, whereus other statee ure retaining their less 
qualified becs«use they were reje 


Mr. Moe. Yes. 


cted--is that right ? 


Mr. Ramspeok. Yu are penalized becuuse you have done 


a good job of education. 
Mr. Moe. ‘Yes. ‘ie have four orphans and a widow in 
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this one case whioh I just read to you from my statement. 
Montana will not gain a cent out of this. In spite of 
the fact that 40% to 45% of the wealth from our natural 
resources leaves the state and cannot be taxed in the state-- 
in spite of that, and in spite of the fact that 36% of the area 
of the etate has been tuken over by the Federal Government, 
we can and we will solve the problems that we have, which, 
in addition to our own, are making it difficult. We will have 
to epend $168 or $169 per child to do the same Job as $100. 
Thank you. 
The Chairman. We will tuke a recess for five minutes. 


(The statement filed by M. P. Mue, Esq. follows.) 
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: 307 The Chairman. The committee will come to order, please. 
STATEMENT CF G, T. STUBBS, ESQ., 
PRESIDENT, CKLAHOMA EDUCATICN 
ASSCCIATION, DURANT, CKLAHCMA 
Mr. Stubbs. My name is G. T. Stubbs, President of the 
Cklahoma Sducation Association und Superintendent of Schvols 
in Durant, Cklahoma. 
I want to file twu statements, one from Governor Robert 


8. Kerr, of the state of Cklahoma; and one from the Cklahoma 


Eduoation Association. 


If I may, I should like to present this statement from 


the Governor, singe he expected to be here in person. 


“qgongoud ae” 


"To the chairman und members of the Committee on 


gah 


ca Education and Labor, Huuse of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
tty 

es "Dear Sire: 

be 

pe "It had been my plan, until the date of the hearing on 

a 

n8 3guee Resolution 1296 wus changed, tu be present in person 

ao in the intereste uf federal aid for sublic education. I am 

Bic bes 

oS 4ntensely interested in the passage of this legislation, and 


ae 
a 


‘regret that previous commitments muke my attendanoe impossible. 
At my renuest, kr. G. T. Stubbs, President of the Oklahoma 
Education Association, and Superintendent of Schvole at 


Durant, Ckiahoma, will represent me before yuu. 
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"I am convinced that an adequate program of free public 


RT eee 
SRST te 


education is a fundamental necessity to the ootinued develop- 
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ment and growth of our democracy, ari that such a program must 


be availuble tu all the children of the nation. I am also 


Det 
SRE 7 Re OR ae 


ene ae = 
i 
| 


__eonvinoed that the Federal Government has a definite reeponsi- _ 
bility to help provide such a program for the yuuth of the 
various states. It shuuld share in the finanolal support of 


the public educution program for 411 the ohildren of the nation, 


_ beouuse of the unequal distribution of schtol population, 
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‘eounumte wealth, and income &mung the atates. 

"Cklahomu, Like most states, 16 in need of federal 
assistance in order tu provide un adequate program of education. 
Our state is now aiding local eachvols to the extent of approx- 
imately ite maximum ability, in co.pariscn with other services 
that are ite resvonsibility. In my message to the 1945 
Legislature I emphasized the need of raising the level of 
education in Oklahum, and the legislature will make a sub- 
stantial inoreuse in the appropriation to education for the 
next biennium. Regardless of thie large state participation 
in looul scohvol costs, the per oupita expenditure in Cklahoma 


will atill be well below the national average, as reflected 


by statistios from the United States Cffice of Education. 


"I earnestly urge that the Congress give most serious 
consideration to the enactment of this legislation. 


"Yours respeotfully, 
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* "Robert S. Kerr, Governor." 
2 | 
=. Mr. Dondero, It is hard tu justify that statement. I 


notice that your state transferred to the sinking fund nearly 
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$17,000,C00 in the last two years, 
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Mr. Stubbs. The thing that they are trying to du is 
aa | tu retire debte that we have here. In doing that, they have 
ay made that tranefer in the last two years, and the debt will 
not be retired until 1956. They have been, over a period of © 
years, trying tu develop that state. Our state has had muoh 
development internally to bring it up to be a oumparable atate 
in services such as standard roads ani things of that kind. 
Some of our deans tamed tnetitutions have been nN erenvhy neg: 


lected und at ‘te a tragio “eituation. 


This state debt had been mounting in hears past and all 
of this tranefer of muney is an ettempt to Wipe that out. 


In other words, everything else waz curtailed to put money 
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over tu retire this debt. In uidition te that, cur state 
enacted 4 debt :imitatiun feuture, that we cannot in the 
future incur any ‘debt. It provides tni.t this mney is ear- 
merked ap it occurs in order tu retire the rresent dett. 

wr. Dunderu. Is it the pay-as-you-go policy that you 
wre adupting? 


° 


“sr. Stubbs. Tnat is what it is. 

“wr. Jonderv. I teke off my het to you. 

Mr. Stubbs. By & vote of the people. 

in the two days' hearing, in which I have been a 
participant in the audience, a number of times it has been 
centioned that the states ought to carry their own responsi- 
opility. Cur state oertainly is. It is going bevond ite 
avsility to carry, according to the report of the United States 
Office uf Education und the reporte and studies on that. Ne 
ure about 37); above our ability, watch is about 28. I have 
just engaged in the present Peeusiaeune which closed, I be- 
lieve yesterday in the state, ani the school matter had been 
finished before I left there last week. They nave exerted 
every effort that they can tc meet the education Ss nusi en. 
They have expanded tne education under the leadership of 
the Jovernor. Still we are woefully behind in the matter of 
ejucution in that state. 

é@ weve over 1,150 emerrency oertificoutes, which means 
that they have given oeraission to teech tu people withcut 
suasziPleations in order to keep suneone in the claseroon, 
‘Ne tuLaries are nut attractive. vse wet in the legislature 
on the question of the state curr-inz mure uf ite own load. 
Ever; time they suught a source uf revenue, they would 100k 
over the line te cur bordering stater uni they would say, 
"If we raise tuis tux it will be out of line with <ansas 


and Texus," and su on. and they asuy, “Cur business would 
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move over to the neighboring stute." This competition between 
the states in taxes is 4& matter that can be taxen care of 
from the federal level. 

I thank vou. 


The Chairman. Thank you, sir. 


(The statement filed by G. T. Stubbs, Esa. follows.) 
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Mr. Rumepeck. xr. Chairman, could we gu ahead with 


tr. Boushall? 


The Chairman. ve can do that after the filing of the 


etatements. 
SYATENEND OF PAUL u.. HODGSCH, ESQ., 


PRESIDENT, DELAWARE STATE EDUCATIGN 
ASSOCIATION 


Mr. Hodgson. Mr, Chairman and members of the Huuse 


Committee on Education: 


I am Paul H. Hodgson, from the state of Delaware. I 


am president of the Delaware State Education Association. 
I want so file a statement favoring House Resolution 1296. 

Ae far as Delaware is cuncerned, 4t wuuld not partiol- 
pate in the equalizing feature of the bill, and I represent 
one state that is renuesting the support of this bill for the 
welfare of the children anc the education of the ohildren 
of the nation. In substance, that 4s the ountent of my brief 


messayve here, 
The Chairman. Thank you, sir. 


(The statement of Paul .. Hodgeon, Esq. follows.) 
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312 The Chairman. Mr. Chase, of Virginia! 
STAIEMENT CF FRANCIS S, CHASE, ES?., 
EV CCULTIVE SECRETARY, VIRGI': IA EDUCA- 
TICN ASSCCIATICN 
Mr. Chase. I am Francis S. Chase, Executive Secretary 
of the Virginia Education Assuciution, and I want to file a 
stutement signed by the Committee on Federal Legislation of 


the Education Assuciation, shuwing some of the need for 


{uproved education in Virginia. 


I want tu make just une statement, if I may, Mr. Chairman, 
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that we du not base our support of this bill, however, ohiefly 


% 
8 on Virginia's need, seouuse we recognize that Virginia is in 
2 a position to du a great deal more than she is doing. We 

: are bending every. effort toward that end. ‘We feel that the 
: national safety and well-being depend today on an improved 
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eduostion for all of the people, and thut we are not going to 
achieve that without sume measure of equalized support from 


the Federal Government. I favor and support the feeling whioh 
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Mr. Hoe expressed, that eduoation is a self-liquidating in- 
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vestment um will bring buck returns far greater than is in- 
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: vented, provided unliy that it is the right kind of education, 
| and that is the reul cése fur this bill, as we see it. 

She Chairman. Thunk you, sir. 

4 (the statement filed by Fruncis 5. Chaoe, Esq. follows.) 
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$13 The Chairman. Now, the gentleman from the United 
Stutea Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Boushalli 
STATEMENT CF THOMAS C. BOUSHALL, ESQ., 
CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION OF 
THE CHAMBER GP COMMEECE CF THE UNITED 
STATES 
Mr. Ramspeok. Mr. Chairman, may I say in presenting 
Mr. Boushall, that he is not speaking for or spatnat this 


legislation. At my request he is presenting a study made 


by the Committee on Education of the United States Chamber of 
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Commerce, of whioh he is chairman. I think that the study 


ee 

a which they have made h&s a relation to the problem before us. 
rs Mr. Boushall ise president of the Morrie Plan Bank of 
: - Richmond, Varginia, and he is appearing here to give us the 
ne benefit of the results of the study made by the Committee on 
aon 

e Education of the United States Chamber of Commerce. 

ae Mr. Donierc. Before Mr. Boushal1 oegine his statement 
fs I just want to present for the reoord, inasmuch as the Uni- 


versity of Michigan has been mentioned by Mrs. Lewis, a short 
paragraph from a letter from Alexander 3. Ruthven, President 
of the University of Michigan, which reads ag follows; 

i "There are sume states like Michigan which believe 

that when a state oan afford it it shviuld not try to shift 
the respunsibility of support for education to the Federal 


Government. One certain thing is that if the praotice is 
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started 4t will be very hard to limit the finanoial aid whioh 


is given and at every session of Congress there will be 
- attempts tu increase and expand uppropriations for the purpose. * 
F And we have already been told by witn26eses that this 
is juet the first step. 
“rp, Boushall. There is u prepared statement that I wiil 


file. I realize that we are pressed for time, 
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The Chairman. I am awfully sorry that we were not 
siete put you on earlier, und that same statement applies to 
many others in this room. 

It has been my effort and desire to give an opportunity 
for a full and thorough hearing on thie bill and I do not 
know how to acoomplish that by prodding witnesses and urging 
that they hurry up and get off the stand and by suppressing 
questions by the members of the committee because, after all, 
the questions are just ae important as the direct testimony. 

80, Mr. Boushall, just relax. You are the last witness 
who will be heard today and you can talk until you are fin- 
ished. 

Mr. Boushall. That ia very gracious of you, Mr. Chairman. 

As Mr. Ramspeok said, we are here at the suggestion of 
Congressman fiamspeok simply to present this ae information 
and not on any controversial level and we are not taking any 
position with reapeat to the bill before you. The Chamber 
of Commerce, as you know, ie a business organization and, 
for that reason, is not undertaking to injeot itself into a 
highly controversial program before the committee. 

What stimulated the study that we have made and have 
presented in this printed form, oopy of which each member of 
the committee has before him, is based on the idea that 
business, in the judgment of the committee on education, has 
avery close relationship to the educational level of the 
people. Proceeding on thie premise, we developed a staff in 

the Chamber of Commerce under the direction of Paul H. Good, 
Seoretary of our committee to du oonsiderable research work 
to find out if the premise that educational levels went hand 
in hand, or proceeded, or &t least were found in oconjunotion 


with economic etatus. If we ovuuld develop that premise 


eatisfactorily, we felt that it was the duty of the Chamber 
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of Comzerce, as the over-all busines organization representing 
the bueiness of the United States, to present these facts to 
business. 

We tuck the liberty of starting out with the premise 
and then undertook to prove that premise. ‘Je fund, by a 
study of all of the states of the Union and the educaticnal 
level existing in those states that, while there might be 
exceptions here and there--the educational level might be 
higher in some state with a lower economic status, and the 
reverse might be true in some other state--we fvund that the 
over-all picture shuws that the educaticnal level where 1% 
ig high resulte in, or is accompanied by 4 high eounomio 
etatua. 

This report has charts all through it, but we checked 
all of those figures with the National Education Association, 
with the United States Office of Education, with experts on 
statistiosl data and formulas as to croof, and we have founda 
ho exception, after the pub:ication of thie report, but that 
we had proved our premise. 

Business then undertook, through the Board of Direotors 
of the United States Chamber of Commerce, to publish this 
report and place it in the hands of every trade organization 
and Chamber of Commerce in thie oountry, with the hope that 
local Chambers of Commerce would set up committees on education 
and, at the looal level study what the eounomic status of 
that comnaunity was with relation to the educational level 
attained. 

Realizing that in this report they would find that where 
the highest level of education exiets as a general rule there 
you will find the highest per capita salea of goods and there 
you will find the highest percentage of rentals in the higher 


groups and the largest number of seop+? with better incomes, 
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316 we finally arrived at the statement that education--meney 


f spent in education is an investment und not an assessment, on 

e 

: the ground th.t if we expect an expanding econuy in the 
United States in the next number of ycurs we must have an 
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a inoreasing educational level. We found that where the 
a educational level ia nut increused, the economic status is 


not inoreased, and we found that where the economic status 
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had been inoreased the educational level had alsv been in- 
creased. ‘Ne believe that the outlook for the expansion of 


Se 
the Amerioan economy is tied directly in to the upgrading of 


Ae. 

8. the Amerioan people on two particular counts, and we want to 
he 

eS. te very clear in the hope that you gentlemen will understand 
ri 

™ 

Oo 


very well in this respect. 


It was assumed that business would be very much interest- 
ed in the vooational development of the skills of the people, 


that they might become better workers, wore efficient workere, 
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produce mure per hour of empluyment, and that would have been 


is 


a purely business proposition dedicated entirely to vocational 


i= 
a 


FRA tHOUY TWNOILYN SHL LY 


training of the skills of the people. But it goes much deeper 
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and is & broader proposition. Unless the cultural appetites 
of the people are developed thruugh that type uf education-- 
the oultural type~-it serves but little purpose to inorease 
the teohnical skills because the people must want better 
humes and vetter fucd and betier clothes, better entertain- 
ment, better recreation and better things of life to be able 
to work hard enough, to be stimulated to work hard enough 


with improved ekills to buy those thing. Business gains 
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nothing if the skili of the peopie 1s upgraded by education 
unless it is accompanied by an improved oultural desire and 
appetite tu spend that money for the things which the skilled 


people produce. 
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If ve uniy upgrade the people from the teohnical puint 
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7 317 of view we du not raise the cultural levels and we oan readily 
overproduce by the increased ekille far more than the people 
vould consume. ve experience that in the South where, when 
Negroes are paid much higher wages in fuctories than they were 
in other pursuits, they, in two or three days, would earn 
enough money to take care of the wants whioh they had and, 


consequently, they did not work but three days a week instead 


of six. That is true equally among the lower class of people 
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a in that group. It is no refleotion on the Negro people at 

E all. If those people's cultural desires were aroused they 

a would work five and a half daye 4 week to have the money to 

: be able to enjoy the thinge whioh their education on a broader 
Me basis has taught them to desire. 


Yuu must have that dual technical ek1ill upgrading ana 


cultural deve?.opment in order first to produce the things 
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by the better ability of the people in the operation of improy- 
ed technical machinery, and then to give them the oultural 


education to want to spend that money and consume the things 
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that the upgrading of skills will bring abcut. 

We are trying, therefore, tu get business to understand 
ite relationship te eduoation to a point where it will work 
out on the city level, the county level and the distriot 
level & program to improve eduoczetion so that there is no block 
on econumic expansion of our people, and we du not want 


eovunomic expansion unleys it is aocompanied by the immediate 
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upgrading of the soolal well-being of the people. 
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We are happy to report that the point of view of business 
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was that business iteelf, with u proper educational systen, 

oun make a greater contribution tu educational well-being 

than statutes tight be able tu do if it 16 done on the objeotive 
basis. 


I think thut one of the members of the committee eaid 
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this morning that the problem is to get more people producing 
enough so that they becuse contributors tu society instead 

of absorber’ of the exness wealth as beneficiaries, because 
the time must come, if most uf the people get over on the 
receiving end und fewer get on the taxable end, we are bound 
to end up in total bankruptoy. 

Business is not altruistio in this program and we do 
not want to appear to be, so to speak, making luve to educa- 
tion with the thought that education will turn around and 
teaoh the approval of private enterprise system. We are 
making these reports available primarily to business organ- 
izations to stimulate these studies and examinations looally 
and for business to meet with education and develop a better 
educational system. We are nut distributing these reports 
to educational groups &e a propagenda program from business 
to try to plaoute and win their support for private enterprise. 
We are really trying tu win the yipport of busineas for 
education in the belief that when we have done that, education 
43 going to come naturally to the support of that factor 
in our society that is making the greatest contribution to 
the social well-being of the people. That ise the general 
philosophy behind this and what we are undertaking. 

May I add just one more point? We felt that this might 
be & special case, that our report might be a apecial case 
as tu the well-being of the people being accompanies by 
educational levels. ‘ie asked Dr, Harold F, Clark, of Columbia 
University, to prepare a munograph for us based on studies 
Which he hae -ade throughvut the world to see if it held 

true. He ha. made studies in something better than 50 
countries, ind he has prepared a monograph that very clearly 
shows, and ve think proves thut in those countries where 


there are wonderful naturul resources, from which vou might 
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draw the conolusion that, therefore, the ecunomio well-being 

of the people shvuld be great, the ner capital income large and 
the per capita wealth broad, that that was nut true unless 
there existed at the sume time a very well developed education- 
ul systen. 

There is a country in South Amerioa--I would rather not 
mention the name--that has the greatest natural wealth of 
any country in the world, and it hse the lowest eduoational 
level of any country in the world and has the lowest per 
capita income and the lowest per capita wealth. 

Taking, in contrast, Denmark, you have a group of sand 
ielands thrown up--no natural resources, no ofl, no mining, 
no waterfalls to produce electricity, a very poor svil. But 
about 100 years ago sumebody started an educational system 
and, on barren, sandy evil, Denmark, through its educational 
program, has developed a country that has a standard of living, 
an economic well-being--I am speaking, of course, prior to 
the invasion by Germany--that elightly exceade the United 
States. 

In Switzerland there are no natural resources, such as 
mineral weaith. They have some waterfalls for the production 
of eleotric power. But their primary source of income is 
emall industries and milk chocolate, I think, but they lm ve 
a very well developed educational system. Across the border, 
in Hungary, there are wonderful natural resources and a very 
low educational level and a very low eouonomio statue. 

We have several illustrations auch as that, 

ve have a copy of Dr. Clark's monograph as a supplement 
to the study of the 48 states. 

We hope that we will have presented to the committee 
through these reports just that basic premise, that eduoution- 


al levels and economic well-being either precede, accompany 
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or go hund in hand, and one cannot avuve forward very far with- 
vut the other, and it (s our hope that the business fraternity 
of the nation may be respuneible for stimulating sv muoh 
interest locally in forming the business group in locality and 
state so well that, through their own initiative, in ocoopera- 
tion with the educational groups that we may open up a very 
much broader expansion in American economy, which we do not 
believe ia other wise possibile. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Ramspeok. Mr. Boushall, ie it fair to say that 
your ccmnittee has cone to the conclusion that the most 
important resource that any country ur state has is ite young 
people? 

Mr. Boushall. May I gay that the young people are the 
future workers and business managers and professional people 
of this country and, unless they are well educated and well 
trained, with broad oultural appetites, what we may look for 
is a statio economy. 

Mr. Ramspeck. Ie it not true that tits problem is 
more important today because of the war, due to the faot that 
physically and mentally well equipped young men have gone 
into the Army and the Navy and are being killed, while the 
less qualified are staying at home and will be the fathers 
of the next generation? 

Mr. Boushall. I think that that ie very true, air, 
and, therefore, we are must anxious for the crogress of this 
program us rapidly as possi’ «+ tu overcure that definite set- 
back that may occur. 

Mr. Ramespeok. You live in the South, in Virginia, and 
I Jive in Georgia. Is it not true that the South, ever sinoe 
the Civil War, has suffered frum the very reeult of that 


war of whioh we are speaking, the killing off of the young 
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men of two or three generations? 

Mr. Boushall. Without placing the blame on anyune, any- 
where, sir, I ugree with you. 

Mr. Ramspeck. I was not going to go into the blame. I 
think that we can well afford to forget that in our present 


unit. ‘ 


Is 4t not also true, Mr. Boushall, that when a manu- 


facturer or a business institution undertakes to sell ina 


a 
x 
& 
a 
qe 
+ 
we 
oe 
3 


community the products of ite plant that they figure on the 


income of the population and relate their advertising and their 


: effort to sell to the people who have a high enough standard 
2 of income to buy thuse products? 

ic Mr. Boushall. I should think that that would be very 
eo true. 

ef Ne have a chart in the back of thie report that shows 
3 the per capita sales related to the educational level, and it 
. must be very clear to the enteriieent business man that it is 


useless to advertise very heavily in a low eoonomic area, 
and profitable tu advertise heuvily in a high economic level 
area. 

Mr. Ramspeok. Then it would fullow that the manufaoturer 
of automobiles in Michigan, we will say, cannot sell aa many 
of his products in a state that has a low educational level 
and low income level as he could in another state that has a 


higher level of education and a higher level of income. 


“Mr. Boushall. I think that that is a matter of arith- 


metic, not of opinion. 
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Mr. Ramapeok. I want to express ny appreciution for your 


Ee 
sea: 


e cuming and giving us the benefit of this study. I think that 
. {t does have @ relationship tu this bill, without respeot to 
e whether the bill is the proper methcud of acoomolishing this 
‘, end. 


& 

seit 

ray Weed 
yee Par 


pe i a a he pa pers 


ka asks weasel al iddatietegind secaladk as 


Een, 


. Jee The Chairman. Mr. Boushaéll, you did nut cuncern your- 


self with the method of financing this very desirable develop- 


nent in education, did vous 

Mr. Boushall. Reoulling the dilemma of the gentleman 
who wus up here before am had questions presented to hin, 
4f I might, I would ask you to indulge me in this respect. 
I am chairman of the Com:ittee on Education of the august 
body of the Chamber of Com..erce of the United States, but I 
would aek if I could step aside as an individual since I would 
like tv answer your question, but I cannot answer it as a 


memoer of the Committee on Education of the Chamber of Conm- 
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merce because they hive taken no position on that. 
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The Chairman. I will guarantee you that the reporter 
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will earmark thie as a@ personal statement of yuur personal 


meted 
fee 
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views, and not to be onarged to the Chamber of Commerce of 
the United States or in any way connected with it. 

Mr. Boushall. That is very gracious of you. 

The Chairman. This is just your statement as a very 


well-informed gentleman, “vi. Virginia. 


& 
= 
4 
#. 
eS 
S 
a 
a 


STATEMENT CF THE PESSCNAL VIEWS 
CF THCMAS C, BOUSHALL, NOT TO BE 
CHARGED TC THE CHAMBER OF CCMYERCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Boushall. After I divest myself of my title, you 
may not be 80 anxiuus to tuke my testimony. 
fhe Chairman. I am not so sure but what in some corners 
of thie oountry you muy have improved yourself, 
Mr. Boushall. May I euy that I am very hopeful that the 
work of the Chamber of Comnerce in presenting this report 
to the nation and undertaking to stimulate a greater interest 
in education on a sound “investment and not un assessment 


basig may improve the reput..tion of the Chamber of Commerce 
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id 4n many quarters. 
r The Chairman. You have here. 


Gs 
B | Mr. Boushali. Speaking as an individual, I have suggested 
“ - 4% to a number of people as a guinea pig experiment. I have 

2 * galkea to the president of a large power company, the presi- 
' “@gnte of three successful business organizations, to some 

§- 


a . .' BeOfeseionsl people and to some educators on this thesis-- 
Be and t will still look at the clock, and not take too long. 
The Chairman. That is all right, sir. You are making 
yourself ae interesting that I had forgotten about the tine. 
Me. Boushall. In the belief that business is the 
greatest beneficiary of improved education, ami on the assump- 
tien that we could not have the business development that we 
have in Ameries teday if we had no educational baskground for 
our people, that business has been able to expand and ean 
expand in the future only because we have an educated people, 
and if business, therefore, is the scateut beneficiary of 
e€ueation, tnen perhaps business itself should bear an in- 
ereased coat or the inoreased cost necessary to obtain the 
uperading of the people teehnicaliy and culturally. That is 
di on the theory that somebody has suggested that the inoone 


on tax was a fair form of taxation, on the theory that the bene- 
| a ficiary of the program should be the one most ready to bear 
that eost. 


a ’ It has been estimated, ami I think that the National 
be KAueation Association has put out thie figure, that 1¢ would 
Ke eost about a billion dollars more in the United States to 
as provide the type of education that is necessary to aceomplish 
ma the things that I have described a few moments ago. 
- Now, aseuming that there are going to be about 50,000,000 
eS people employed in the United States, outeide of governmental 
Re ee eotablishments, both aational, state and loeal, who would be 
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euployea, so to speak, by business, if we laid a per oapita 
tax locally,sir--I am speaking on the part of each state 
geovernsent--of $20 for évery employee in every factory, store 
er offiee and on the farm, $20 times 50,000,000 people will 
preduee the billion doliare necessary to provide for the 
increased faeilities and eqtipment and the increased ealaries 
. fer teachers anaé their training. Twenty dollars per capita 
per annum per employee vould mean that any large corporation 
or any email ‘single business would only have to look to an 
: iuorevesent of that individual's product of service or out- 
pat ef 6 2/3¢ a day while he was working to pay back the 620. 
| If we have proved that educational facilities up- 
grates to the point of making more efficient and more capable 
pesple with a greater integrity of effort and greater enthusi- 
‘gam of output, 1¢ would take very little for each employee 
$e preduce more than $20 of value to any large corporation, 
or even a clerk in @ small store in a amall community. If 
@ young boy, graduated from an agricultural high sohool, 
were operating @ tractor where he had been taught better care 
‘ef machinery and better methods of working, he could certain- 
ly produce more than $20 more on a farm in 300 days of work 
vy reason of his better training. 

The Chairman. He would save sore than that in taking 
eare of the tracta. | 

Mr, Boushall. ‘There is a method by which we charge 
those beneficiaries of improved education the cost, whieh 
they can iamediately get back, probably five or ten times 
or more, if we have any faith in education. 

Now this, ef course, is my view. 

The Ohairman. You are still talking just personally. 

My. Boushall. You can appreciate that I have not sold 
that idea to the Ohamber of Commrce of the United States. 
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The Chairman. You are just talking personally. 

I asked the question on two or three occasions yester- 
@ey, as to whether or not in the partioular witnese's opinion, 
and I will ask the same question of you--in your opinion, 
what @o you think of the practicability of an equalisation 
Gani whieh would be earmarked and restricted to the supple- 
menting of teachers’ salaries who come below a certain standard, 


eny $250, or you could take any amount that you wanted that 


you would establish es a standard, to previde relief in these 
eany areas that have been brought to our attention where 
teoashers' salaries are sdmittedly so lew until it only attracts, 
in a large why, the inefficient teachers who, by necessity, 
reflest in the type of tenehing and instruction and that, in 
turn, produce the uninformed ani uneducated children in 
whieh you are very much interested? 

Mr. Boushall. Mr. Chairman, I ask the privilege of 
making a statement as an individual. | 


The Ohairman. Yes. 
Mx. Boushall. I am very much coneerned that anything 


that I might say in connection with a controversial bill 
might not get colored over into the position of the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The Chairman. Again I want to put this aseurance in 
the recora, that should you desire to ansver that question, 
3 guarantee that there will be nothing in the record that 
would indicate that you were speaking for the Chamber of 
Commeree or anyone else other than your own personal self. 

My. Boushall. Well, aay I say this, sir-- 

fhe Ohairman. I really want the benefit of your think- 
ing, because I think that you are a thinker. 

Mx. Boushall. Let me remind you that I am from south 
of the Mason-Dixon Line. 
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The Chairman. We are together on that. 

Mr. Boushall. I believe in states’ rights very clearly 
and I was gratified at a meeting the other day to hear a dis- 
tinguished Republican senator get on our side. 

The Ohairman. I have been branded as one of those 
fellows, too, and I am proud of it. 

Mr. Boushall. I do not think that an appropriation 
purely for the purpose of inoreasing teachers’ salaries is 
anything but a palliative in meeting the problem whioh I have 
been discussing. I think that the whole educational program 
is tied into the economic status of our people and cannot be 
taken apart and take any one segment of it and say, "Thie is 
the answer to that question,” or "Thie is the key that unlooks 
the enigma. * | 

We are at a stalemate in the development of our people. 

ZI think that business, 4n promoting this program, is going to 
say very frankly to education, "We are quite prepared to pay 
the extra cost of improved oducational qualifications of the 
products of the scohools.* Paul Good, the seoretary of our 
committee, has developed the phrase ‘a more marketable educa- 
tion.* But business is going to say, "We do not think that the 
degree of education, the finesse of that education is up to 
the standard that oalls for an additional billion dollar 
appropriation if there is going to be no ohange in the 

quality of that education. * 

I am thoroughly in sympathy with every underpaid teach- 
er, with the fact that you cannot educate one segment of a 
people in one section of the country and poorly educate thea, 
and highly educate people in another seotion of the sountry 
without having an unbalanced total soolety in our country. 
Equalization of education, to my mind, is a very essential 


thing, but I wonder if we are not trying to work miracles in 


getting that done throughout the United States over night, 
whereas it might be far better if that equalization began in 
each of the 48 states themselves, rather than undertaking to 


superimpose that by the Federal Government making a contribu- 


cae 

Foe tion, even so great as $300,000,000, which is going to flow 
ae back, in large part, to the various states where you have the 

ae “greatest expenditure, and only in small part to the states 

ert! where you will have the smalléstt expenditure. If you are 


going %o match funds in Missiselppi, South Carolina or Virgin- 

ie, and @leo match them in New York, Massachusetts and other 
places, your equalization 16 still as greatly out of. balance 

: as it was before. 

I em saying that I believe in equalisation of education 
of the people of the United States, beginning on the atate 
‘level. If anybody had presented to. this committee a plan 

whereby, on & perfeotly sound, economic basis, and not on a 
Gefieit basis--I do not believe, sir, in governmental deficits 
--we could equalize the education of all of the people with 
resultant improvement of economic status and expaneion of the 
economic status, I am confident that the national incom of 

“ the United Stateswould go up “one hundred and eighty or two 
hundred billion dollars, out of which you could pay teachers, 
‘build the finest Duildings that we could want, out of. that 


= economic well-being. | 
The Ohairman. That is a very fine statement, but I want 


te 
ee 
- 


x to get a little closer to this question. I am assuming that 

F you say that the improvements should start with the states and 
. the local governments. We are in accord there, I not only 

i think that it should start, but I think that they should go 
& as far as they oan go. But we are now confronted with teati- 
He mony here, which we must give consideration, with what are 

Be branded as facts, that in some areas oritical situations exist. 
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I travel rather reluctantly towards the Federal Government's 
entrance into the finanoing of state ani local schools. Being 
of that disposition, then, I say that the least interference 
and invasion possible would be the one that we would look for. 
Now, we cannot enter into the total finanoing; we cannot enter 
into the management; we cannot enter into the details of the 
educational system; but I am woniering if this committee should 


peach the point of considering just how it should aid these 


eritioal areas, whether or not you would say to the committee 
that you think, if there must be federal financing, that the 
equalization fund to help those areas which are below what we 
would regard as an adequate or even fair standard would be 
the least objectionable approach to it. 

My. Boushall. I am very glad that you have put it on 
those terms, sir. I cannot help but feel that if the 
philosophy behind this program being considered is the equal- 
isation of educational opportunity, those states that are 
probably going to make the largest oontribution are going to 
have to give up the benefits and let those benefits go to the 
states that produce the least inoome tax, and whether or not 
the educational and business interests of those well-to-do 
states are going to be broad enough to give that up--I think 
that the committee will have a good deal of difficulty in 
convineing then. 

‘ fhe Chairman. I fear that you are adding confusion to 
oonfusion. 

Mr. Boushall. I am trying not to get too involved in 
thie in the fear that 1t¢ might possibly be taken as the view 
of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Ramspeck. But you do feel that 1t would be a good 
investment to do that? 

Mr. Boushall. I have been on the board of the Virginia 
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Tuberculosis Association for many years. I know that it is 
no good to drive tuberculosis out of Richmond unless you drive 


4t out of all the surrounding country. There is no way to 


‘keep it from coming into Richmoni from the outside. I know 


that it te ne.good tu clear ttbheroulosis from South Carolina 
if in Tennessee you have a good deal of it. I think that 
ignorance has the same relationship. You cannot have weil 
educated people in one spot without having it infected from 
the outside. If you have ignorance in one seoticn you cannot 
keep 1¢ there. It will get out to eaoh and every seotion of 


the country. 
_ Phe Chairman. You are kind of approaching my proposition 


from the back door. 

Mx. Boushall. I can say very frankly that I do not 
think that an appropriation of $300,000,000 distributed as 
proposed is going to solve the problem that we are trying to 
mest on equalization. That is just the personal opinion of 
@ person by the name of Boushall from Riohmond, Virginia. 

The Chairman. You refer to “as proposed in this bill,*® 
Z asked abouts the distribution of an equalization fund to those 
areas where they are greatly in need, and I 414 not put it 
on the basis that it would be a solution or a cure-all, but 
on the basis that 1% would be a great holp in the right 


direction. 
F Mr. Boushall. Aw a taxpayer and as a oitisen, I think 
that it would be a very expensive help for the good that 
you will get out of it. If it is only @ palliative, it is 
still rather expensive. If it is a solution to the probles, 
then you might consider it economical, 

The Chairman. I wae approaching it from thie angle. 
If you were to reduce the salaries in your bank beginning next 


month by 50%, down to $600 or $900, I am wondering what type 
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of work tha®é would be in your bank in 90 days. 


Mr. Boushall. It would be very low. But I do not think 
that I would have the right to go to the other banks ani 
say, “I can't quite make the salaries in my bank and I would 
like to get Kelp from you. * 

The Chairman. But the future of your bank depends on 


the future of education. 


Mr. Boushall. Yes, sir, and I am perfectly willing 
that my bank be assessed $20 per capita per annum to contribute 
toward education. 

The Chairman. But then you have, in the state of Virginia, 
eaid to your fellow banks that “You must Scateibate, and we 
are going to contribute to the educational welfare of the 
children of Virginia. * 

Mr. Boushall. Yes. 

The Chairman. But they have not assessed anything to 
help your bank. 

Mr. Boushall. It has helped all banke. 

The Chairman. That is a different set-up. 

Mr. Boushall. If all of the banks in the state of 
Virginia cut all salaries in half by reason of the fact that 
the ‘educational level of the people did not justify paying 
that much money, I think that we wald be happy to make a 
contribution to improve the educational level of the people. 

: The Ohairman. I was not traveling along with the idea 
that the money would oure all of the evils in these terrible 
areas where the school facilities are admittedly inadequate, 
but I was proceeding on the theory that you could not expest 
to get the best instructors for totally inade uate salaries. 

Mr, Boushall. I think that that is arithmetic, too. 

The Chairman. That is both arithmetic and good sense. 

Now, if that continues, both you and I know that the 
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‘population in that area is going to be what might be termed 


a deficit population. 
My. Boushall. I agree with you very thoroughly. 


The Chairman. Well now, the problem that confronts us 
4e what approafoh, if any, to make towards the remddyitg of 
that situation. | 

Mr. Boushall. Well, sir, may I say that I think that if 
you took every problem of the people throughout the United 
States and undertook to cure them by federal appropriations, 
your friende of whom you spoke as being out in front in the 
spending group would get so far ahead that you would never 
catch up. 

The Ohairgan. oh, I think you are right, there. 

Wy. Ramepeck. May I ask one question ani if it is not 


@ proper question we will strike it out. 


You suggested something about a tax of $20 per worker 
as @ means of raising this fund necessary to provide adequate 
educational facilities. 

The Chairman. Let me interpose this, that he ie talking 
personally. 

Mr. Ramepeok., Yes, Mr. Chairman, and if he does not 
want to answer the question I will strike it from the record 
because I do not want to embarrass Mr. Boushall. 

But if I understand your idea correctly, it is to raise 
the money within the states and apply it only in the etates 
where it 19 raised. 

Mr. Boushall. That is the idea. 

Mr. Ramepeck. That will not relieve the situation 
of those states that are below the average, because they just 
have not got the corporations where that tax could be placed. 

Mr. Boushall. It will improve it. 

My. Ramspeck. But it would also give an imsense ascunt 
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of money to the states at the top, like New York. 
Mr. Boushall. They could do with improvement, too, sir. 
Mr. Ramspeok. I think that that is true, but it does 


not solve this problem of inadequate resources in the state 


' of Mississippi, which is at the bottom of the charts, where 


the per eapita inoome is less than $300 per year. How are 

you going to relieve that situation by simply collecting money 
from Mississippi, which is already poverty stricken in income 
as compared with the other states? 

My. Boushall. Would 1¢ not iaprove the economio status 
of Mississippi if you began on that level? | 

Mr. Ramspeck. Yes. I think that wherever they could 
get the money would improve it, but we are still not taking 
the money from those who would profit by it. The things that 
are e014 in Mississippi are not made there. They are made 
ip New York and Michigan and many other states. 

Mr. Boushall. IZ think that they would manufacture sore 
thinge in Missiesippi with a better educational systen. I 
have been acoused of being in favor of the evolutionary, 
rather than the revolutionary. 

May I speak for @ moment off the recard? 

(Diseussion off of the record. ) 

I believe in the system of evolution rather than in 
eudéen achievenent. ZI believe, Mr. Ramspeck, in anewer to 
your question, that the soundest eoonony of the people is 
the ene rising from the people, as opposed to one superimposed 
on them. If you are talking about the $300,000,000, I think 
that 4t would not be as sound a program as a program which 
rose up from the people, as opposed to one superimposed by 
the Federal Government. 

Mr. Gwinn. We all appreciate the researoh whioh you 
have given to this subject. I think thas the people have no 
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idea how dependent we are on volunteers who come forward. 
In court, if nobody but the plaintiff comes forward judgment 
4e taken by default. 

I am wondering if you wuld sohange your point of view, 
ae I understand it, if the evidenoe could be presented here 
-~indisputable evidence--that seven or eight of our states 
eannet, by any scheme, on their present state of inoom or 
cumulative wealth provide a decent edueation--let us not say 
equalised education, but a decent education as reasonable 
persons know it--would you be in favor of appropriating funds 
from the federal treasury for those special situations for 
maybe seven or nine states? The others olearly do not need 
at. 
| Mr. Boushall. Well, I Go not want to answer your ques- 
tion with a question, but, for clarification, I think that we 
have to get @ premise to get the proper anewer. If the 
people in those seven states have denonstrated an inability 
to raise their economic level to a point where they oan sup-~ 
pert a better educational program, would it not be the tendenoy 

ef those who were going to furnish the money to want to make 
the pattern and fix the mold, to impress it on them without 
reference to whether the peopie liked it or it fitted the 
pattern? Would 1¢ not be necessary, in order to get that 
appropriation agreed to by the other nine beneficiary states 
and the Federal Government--would not those authorities want 
very well to define how that money would be spent, with whoa, 
for whom, with what curricula, with what qualifications of 
educational backgrounds the teachers would teach? would it 
not be rescue by imposition, rather than a grant with whioh 
the people could find their own salvation? 

Mr. Gwinn. TI agree. But we are faced with a practieal 


poldtioal situation, as we mentioned before. The reason 
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.*y rome of us want to see our affairs kept out of politios 


{oe that politios ie nothing but a compromise. It is, generelly, 


tw. @ lower level than we function generally. Therefore, we 


face this situation, that in order to get votes we are in- 


@lined to think that we have got to give something to all 


the states to get them to come in and help the seven or eight 


‘tates that must have help. 


If we weet this honestly and squarely and had a compro- 
ise, because the situation ie so bad in some places that it 
whoeks the conscience, would it not be better to remedy theee 


ani try to put it in the law that it is an appropriation froa 
the tressury of the United States to the treasury of the seven 
states--no controls, no questions asked? If you have got to 
face that political compromise, would you, as an honest 
business man frow Virginia, and as a politioian in our places, 
vote that kin& of ox appropriation? . 

Mr. Boushall. Purely as @ sooial and humanitarian pro- 
gram, I would. But I would feel that I had taken a dangerous 
etep, and I answer purely on your statement that it would be 
& compromise, accepting a little poison because of the exigency 
of the patient's condition. We often give a patient a little 


* ersenic to cure a condition, but I think that it takes an 


expert to administer it. 
; The Chairman. We will adjourn at this time and re- 
convene at 10:00 o'clook tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon at 2105 o'clook p.m. a recess was taken & 
Yriday, April 27, 1945, at 10:00 v'olook a.m.) 


G1 fPleulties and go directly to help the states that need it == 


